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VISIT TO CASA SCALABRINI 634

Some of our JPIC Promoters visited Casa Scalabrini 
634 to know about the method being used for inte-
grating migrants and refugees into the community of 
Rome. The Scalabrinians have been actively serving 
migrants and refuges for 130 years and in 32 countries 
worldwide. Gioacchino Comprese, a Scalabrinian Mis-
sionary, described life within 634 and the interaction 
with the local neighbors. Amid the many challenges, 
many good things are also happening.
The Scalabrinian mission, “the promotion of a culture of 
welcoming and integration among refugees, immigrants, 
and the local community,” is truly actualized in their 
works. Their program has been developed to ensure and 
encourage autonomy, such as the regular, one on one social 
work sessions, which help to guide the movement to au-
tonomy from the semi-autonomous living arrangements. 

All adult males are employed and two families keep the 
caring and generative spirit alive with the residents.
Services within 634 are also open to the neighborhood 
with a variety of offerings and opportunities. Classes 
are held onsite with instructors for Italian, English and 
computer technology. At the time of our visit, more 
than 50 persons were registered in the driver’s license 
class. Tailoring and dressmaking are taught and orders 
are taken to sew costumes and uniforms for perfor-
mances. One of the immigrants is an incredibly gifted 
artist and teaches students, including those from the 
local high schools, the skills of working with clay. 
The neighborhood dedicates one day a month to clean-
ing the residents’ area at 634. 

Editorial: This issue features events and reflections on Nonviolence, just peace and right re-
lationship with all of Creation. From the Scalabrini, we become aware of the challenge of 
welcoming, protecting, promoting and integrating migrants and refugees. We learn from the 
experience of people living in conflict areas, ways for authentic reconciliation and restorative 
justice through the power of faith.  It is not an easy task, because “Forgiving and being recon-
ciled to our enemies or our loved ones are not about pretending that things are other than they 
are. True reconciliation exposes the awfulness, the abuse, the hurt, the truth (…). It is a risky 
undertaking but in the end it is worthwhile, because only an honest confrontation with reality 
can bring real healing. Superficial reconciliation can bring only superficial healing.” (Desmond 
Tutu) This is a journey we are undertaking  during the Lenten season.
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Elisabeth Kampe, CJ and Carmen Elisa Bandeo, SSpS.

Beautiful artwork in clay created by an immigrant from Nigeria.
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Field trips are held to introduce the immigrants to the 
beauty and culture of Rome. A web-radio station pro-
vides entertainment, awareness of what is happening in 
the world and promotes their integration into society. 
The station is available for public use by like-minded 
persons.
The experience of 634 is one very worth sharing be-
cause of the faith-filled mission and the way in which 
about 80% of those who have been residents have been 
able to reach a measure of autonomy.
Click here for more information on this remarkable 
program in Italian and English.

TRUTH, JUSTICE AND REPARATION PROCESSES

Based on his experience and with 
many names, faces, memories and 
learning experiences, Dr. Carlos 
Martín Beristain shared with Span-
ish-Portuguese JPIC Promotors in 
Rome some central ideas on pro-
cesses regarding the access to truth, 
the application of justice, and rep-
aration to victims of human rights 
violations in armed conflict.
Violent situations often cause 

physical and emotional damages that take time to 
overcome. The steps required to overcome psycho-so-
cial wounds caused by human rights violations is to 
first triumph over fear and dare to speak, to then face 
facts, to understand why they occurred, to mourn what 
happened, and to plan the future. This process can 
take years and is feasible only in an environment of 
great confidence, with appropriate tools and method-
ologies to accompany people; “to speak of things that 
happened” is to face painful truths which need to be 
accompanied with great care.
Psycho-social accompaniment is like a process of 
re-structuring and re-weaving human life, human dig-
nity, social fabric, family life. It is support that requires 
special training, combining psychological aspects (un-
derstanding damages), political aspects (understanding 
causes, relationships, and connections between the 
facts), and symbolic-spiritual aspects (each person, each 
culture’s own religious approach to sorrow and frustra-
tion, death and affliction). Pastoral agents accompany-
ing victims and family members are a significant pres-
ence in these painful situations people live with.
Collective memory plays an important role; working in 
small groups according to the realities and connections 
created between victims and their family members 
(the victims may be dead or have disappeared). 
Accompanying people requires the ability to create 
confidential ties and privacy as some truths are hidden 
behind others and emerge only in environments of 
intimacy and confidence.

These tied by fear “memories” are the core element in 
finding facts to be able to legally support cases of human 
rights violations. In these cases, an investigation of facts 
is required to prevent repetition of violent acts. This 
is the main objective, but it is not guaranteed. Even if 
peace is signed by the visible heads (government-guerril-
la), peace processes are shown to be both top-down and 
bottom-up; signatures are not sufficient: there is a need 
to see faces, hear voices, and give explanations. 
Experience also shows that “post-conflict” has new con-
flicts to be addressed with new tools and other proce-
dures. However, in communities that manage to organ-
ize themselves, even amidst armed conflict or human 
rights violations, and exercise a creative resistance in 
their own context, find it easier to overcome the shock 
and face post-conflict challenges.
The processes (truth, exhumations, judicial cases, sym-
bolic acts, etc.) have a psycho-social dimension and are 
not only investigations; work is needed with victims as 
they and their dignity must be central in any investiga-
tive process as subjects and not mere objects, to recover 
their own voice, silenced by fear.
Access to truth: As part of the commissions of truth host-
ed by governments or non, these processes are a great 
help in sufferers finding healing; it must be an interdis-
ciplinary group that assumes investigation as a process 
aimed to legally inform the cases for the application of 
justice, but also as a process to help victims so they may 
have the right of hearing their aggressors acknowledge 
the truth and beg pardon.
Access to justice: To seek legal mechanisms that allow 
victims to have their violated rights acknowledged and 
the victimizers punished. Sometimes we find justice 
systems that are corrupt and unpunished, but we must 
continue. When justice is applied, each legal action will 
appear useful.
Access to reparation: Victims will never be fully healed, 
though, with help, can accept the traumatic situations and 
plan the future. Some may receive compensation, but this 
will never restore their lost lives and dignity, or the life of 
their beloved and the context in which they used to live.

Yamilé Martínez, OP; Ma Luisa García, RMI Claret; María Yaneth Moreno R., sds; Gio-
vanna Monastero, ASM; BéatriceMbengue, CIC; and, Leonor Charria, OP prepared this 
session.

Dr. Carlos Martín Beristain

http://scalabrini634.it/


3

Despite risks and dangers, it must be done; being creative, 
accompanying, and allowing to be accompanied and con-
soled by the people. As religious, it is helping sufferers to 
reconcile with life, with their dreams, and accompanying 
and healing, as Jesus did; this is an important role for us. 
We don’t need to do great things, we are only asked to be 
present and to console. This is a key element.
Besides our reaction as human beings in solidarity with 
those who suffer, it is also necessary and urgent to be 
prepared and supported by areas of social science and 
psychology; to understand the geopolitical and social re-
alities, the problems with their causes and consequences, 
especially the movements and tendencies of domestic 
conflicts and rights violations in different countries. Thus, 
assisting victims with the objectivity of our analysis, our 
accompaniment will be more effective and efficient.
Revista: El Derecho a la verdad como fundamento de la 
construcción de paz. 
Una nueva justicia para la paz—Artículo
Contributor: Maria Yeneth Moreno R., sds, General Councilor of her 
Salvatorian Congregation with a focus on JPIC

DR CONGO MARCH TO ST. PETER SQUARE  

The Congolese Catholic Chaplaincy of Rome, the com-
munity of priests and religious, and the lay associations 
of Congolese were joined by friends and supporters in 
a march organized last February 11th. After celebrat-
ing mass, at the Congolese Church, over 350 persons 
marched to St. Peter’s Square to raise awareness about 
the critical situation in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and to thank Pope Francis for his prayerful 
support and concern for the ongoing conflicts in that 
country. 
The marchers were personally challenged to become 
aware of the what is happening and to get involved in 
bringing public attention to the gravity of the situation. 
Their demonstration focused on several needs in the 
Congolese community:  
�� urgency to exercise pressure on multi-national com-

panies that are supplying weapons to armed groups 

and who are exploiting their wealth to the detriment 
of the people; 

�� promotion of a coherent response to the conse-
quence of insecurity and the critical humanitarian 
assistance needed due to the millions of deaths that 
have occurred from malnutrition, disease, and pov-
erty as a result of war; 

�� consistency in their stance to see that free, transpar-
ent, and democratic elections take place. 

The marchers were asked to commit concretely in some 
way to enhance the unity of action of the Congolese 
community. With this call to a unified response, they 
stood up and walked to defend the integrity of DR 
Congo and Africa!
In the St. Peter Square, Pope Francis proclaimed that Feb-
ruary 23rd would be a Day of Prayer and Fasting for Peace 
in countries of conflict, especially in DR Congo and 
South Sudan. A jubilant group responded in appreciation 
for the continued prayerful support of Pope Francis.

ADORATION AND PRAYER SERVICE FOR DR 
CONGO AND SOUTH SUDAN

In gratitude to and support for Pope Francis, the Con-
golese Community, JPIC Commission and Solidarity 
with South Sudan prepared times of prayer to be in sol-

Adrienne Bonzangani, ICM with the sign from the Round Tables.

Participants at the San Marcello prayer service. At the center is an artwork depicting St. 
Francis by Juan Carrasquilla, sds.

http://www.co.undp.org/content/dam/colombia/docs/Paz/undp-co-laverdad2016-2016.pdf
http://www.co.undp.org/content/dam/colombia/docs/Paz/undp-co-laverdad2016-2016.pdf
http://www.eltiempo.com/opinion/editorial/una-nueva-justicia-para-la-paz-15-03-2017-67740


4

idarity with DR Congo and South Sudan on February 
23. About 100 Congolese and supporters gathered in the 
Congolese Church (Nativity Church in Piazza Pasquino) 
for vespers and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for an 
hour before silently marching to San Marcello Church for 
a prayer service. 
Approximately 300 people participated in a prayer 
which reflected on the mission of Jesus, the pain of 
conflicts and our call to “Building Peace Together”.  
Both Father Sylvester Adesengie (DR Congo) and Fr. 
John Mbikoyezu (South Sudan) led the prayer. Music 
and songs by Chorale Bondeko enhanced the meaning 
of the readings and intentions. Our deeply moving 
evening of solidarity was experienced with many per-
sons speaking in Italian, English and French languages. 
A message of solidarity was sent both to the Episcopal 
conferences of South Sudan and the DR Congo.

RESOURCES FOR BUILDING  SOLIDARITY 
WITH THE DR CONGO AND SOUTH SUDAN 

The talks from the Round Table “Building Peace To-
gether” are available on the JPIC website in English, 
French and Italian. Please use these talks in personal 
reflection and group discussions. Much can be learned 
from the personal sharing of how to be committed to 
personal peace, how to live in peace and how to sustain 
peace. Many challenges were explored, and concrete 
actions suggested. The documentaries feature the real-
ities in both countries within the context of the root 
causes, with a message for hopeful assistance from 
their governments and from the world, and examples 
demonstrating their efforts to work for peace.

COLLABORATION OF WOMEN AND MEN IN 
THE CHURCH 

The Collaboration Working Group (CWG) chose 
to communicate their efforts through a participative 
workshop on collaboration. They focused on the theme 
“Right Relationship Between Men and Women in the 
Church and Society.” Participants were invited to join 
in the discussion on gender justice, the synod of the 

youth, possibilities in the church, political overtones, 
and religious formation programs.
They began with a video on the Youth Synod developed by 
the US Catholic Conference of Bishops. The youth from 
different countries spoke about the value of church for 
them as a home, welcoming community and one where 
they felt respected.  On the other side, a young voice at 
our meeting warned of indifference on the part of the 
twenty-somethings young women! This made participants 
shutter at the prospect of losing so many in that generation 
of women to the church.
In small groups participants discussed both positive and 
negative experiences of collaboration. Sharing around 
positive times included being a part of significant deci-
sion-making processes, being respected for professional 
positions, and being trusted as a person. Also, persons felt 
affirmed when their opinions were heard and valued.
The church has used a format of synods to gather input 
and consider important issues of the day. Such a “consul-
tation” has been traditional composed of clergy and some 
laity inclusive of religious women. With such a paradigm, 
a number of questions were raised but were not answered.  
Can there be a consultative church if there is not a radical 
commitment to collaboration? If some ministries are ab 
initio limited to one gender, can there be genuine collab-
oration? And does competition bring obstacles as were 
addressed by St. Paul in Corinth. 
The participants were then invited to read silently an article 
by Linda Romey, OSB, a religious woman where she spoke 
about her experience of viewing a video on religious life of 
men and women that excluded women from the sphere 
of the holy. For example, the images of men of reverent, 
prayerful members in a men’s community on a walkway 
with prayer books, followed by an image of members of the 
women’s community carelessly chatting on a sidewalk, car-
rying coffee mugs and a bright shopping bag. For her the 
images suggest, women are called to something lesser. They 
aren’t as capable or deserving of the “higher” things.
The CWG did not lose sight of its goal to contribute to jus-
tice as right relationship which was defined aptly as a rela-
tionship where partners grow, where life is enhanced. Thus, 
justice goes beyond a litany of grievances and includes 
many positive experiences. We as Church continue to find 
ways to work together as faithful men and women of God.  
Upon the suggestion of some of the participants, the 
CWG will read “New Wine in New Wineskins: The Con-
secrated Life and Its Ongoing Challenges Since Vatican 
II.” This document has been prepared by the Congrega-
tion for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of 
Apostolic Life. Clearly, this booklet has included the con-
sultative voice of the women in the church. 
Synod 2018 on Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment
Linda Romey, OSB, “Bringing Darkness to Light,” National Catholic 
Reporter, December 17, 2017.

Contributed by David P. Reid, sscc, CWG chair

CWG members: Mícéal O’Neill, O’Carm.; Filo Hirota, MMB; David Reid, sscc; 
Felix Mushobozi, CPPS; and Ken Thesing, MM.

https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/01/27/Building-Peace-Together-in-S-Sudan-DR-Congo
http://www.usccb.org/about/bishops-and-dioceses/synod-of-bishops/synod-2018/index.cfm
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GEOENGINEERING UPDATE FOR CLIMATE 
CHANGE AWARENESS

With our continued focus on and commitment to climate 
change and the environment, the JPIC Secretariat and 
some JPIC Promoters have explored information regard-
ing developments and information on geoengineering 
and aerosols. Understanding the relationship between aer-
osols, pollution, climate change, and global warming re-
veals a delicate process unfolding in our atmosphere with 
difficult choices on how to respond to developing threats 
due to the intimately intertwined systems which can be 
both beneficial and threatening to life and the planet.  
A recent study on aerosols released from urban pollution 
near the Amazon rainforest effected the cloud patterns 
and intensity of storms, revealing the capacity of pollution 
to affect the severity of regional weather patterns.1 Further 
exploration of aerosols reveals they are a planet-cooling 
technology with a certain number of natural aerosols 
being an “integral part of our planet’s atmosphere.” How-
ever, with the ever-increasing population of this planet, 
human activity has increased aerosols with the excess be-
ing damaging air pollution.2

The dilemma is that aerosols currently have an important 
role in moderating our planets temperature and normal 
weather development but are also harmful to plant and 
animal life. The removal of aerosols would cause the plan-
et to heat up, but by not removing and regulating them, 
people are subject to disease and health-related problems. 
Human-generated aerosols gather in the lower atmos-
phere, creating the polluted air that now threatens health.
With no clear path as to the solution that will have effect 
in one area without causing further harm to another, geo-
engineering needs to be considered in efforts to moderate 
global warming along with reducing the number of hu-
man-generated aerosols that contribute to pollution. We 
reviewed a discussion of two methods of geoengineering. 
The first is the releasing of carbon aerosols into the upper 

atmosphere and decreasing emission on earth, allowing 
the aerosols to have an effect on the climate and global 
warming without affecting the health of the population.  
The second is to plant a large number of trees which 
would decrease the carbon load in our air and reforest 
arid places on the planet which were once forested. A dif-
ference identified between the two is a question of values 
and what the implications of each method would be. 
In the first option, what must be considered is the unfore-
seen effects of manipulating the atmosphere and “fighting 
pollution with pollution.”3 Radical change in the delicate 
system that makes up our environment could cause se-
vere shifts that harm life on the planet and is an attempt 
to maintain a way of life that is harming both life and 
the planet. Direct manipulation with manufactured car-
bons and further machine use are continuing to rely on 
a system that has directly impacted the situation we now 
find ourselves in. Trees are our earth’ s natural way of neu-
tralizing and balancing harmful aerosols by reducing the 
carbon load in the atmosphere. Reforesting arid lands has 
a multitude of positive effects over and above reducing 
pollution, including wildlife and local inhabitants. 

1. Rodrigo de Oliveira Andrade. Tiny pollutants intensify storms in 
the Amazon. Sci Dev Net, July. 2018. 
2. Eric Holthaus. Devil’s Bargain: We already have planet-cooling 
technology. The problem is, it’s killing us. Grist, Feb. 2018. 
3. Nathanael Johnson. Wizards and prophets face off to save the plan-
et. Grist, Feb. 2018. 

Distribution of pollution.

https://www.scidev.net/global/pollution/news/tiny-pollutants-intensify-storms-in-the-amazon.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=SciDevNewsletter&utm_campaign=international%20SciDev.Net%20update%3A%2012%20February%202018
https://www.scidev.net/global/pollution/news/tiny-pollutants-intensify-storms-in-the-amazon.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=SciDevNewsletter&utm_campaign=international%20SciDev.Net%20update%3A%2012%20February%202018
https://grist.org/article/geoengineering-climate-change-air-pollution-save-planet/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily
https://grist.org/article/geoengineering-climate-change-air-pollution-save-planet/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily
https://grist.org/article/wizards-and-prophets-face-off-to-save-the-planet/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily
https://grist.org/article/wizards-and-prophets-face-off-to-save-the-planet/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily
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JPIC PROMOTERS MEETINGS 

6 March—Integrity of Creation Working Group 
(ICWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli. 
7 March—Spanish and Portuguese Speaking Promot-
ers Meeting “Nonviolence and Care of Creation” from 
9 am to 12 pm at UISG.
12 March—English Speaking CORE Group from 3 
pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli.
13 March—Anti-Trafficking Working Group from 3 
pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli. 
15 March—AEFJN Seminar from 2 to 5 pm at the 
Missionaries of Africa Via Aurelia, 269.
21 March—JPIC Promoters Meeting will be hosted 
by ICR at FAO Working Group on the theme “Right 
Relationships of Food Systems and Agricultural Pro-
duction with People and the Environment.” You are 
invited to join in the discussions as we explore hunger 
and food security, nutrition and malnutrition, and an 
actual example of the empowerment of women vis-à-
vis land and local food production. We will speak also 
to the issue of Church and our congregation personnel 
more effectively promoting change working with oth-
er civil society organizations and governmental and 
non-governmental groups. Pope Francis: “We must 
remember, we deal with people not statistics.” The 
meeting will be from 9 am to 12 pm at UISG.
22 March—Collaboration Working Group from 3:30 
to 5:30 at UISG. 
22 March—Refugees and Migrants Working Group 
(RMWG) 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli.
24 March—You are invited to participate in the Sta-
tions of the Cross Pray and March, organized by the 
JPIC Commission with the theme of “Refugees and 
Migrants: Men and Women in Search of Peace.” For 
details, click here. The target date for the availability of 
the booklets is March 15th.
26 March—ICR at FAO Office from 3 pm to 5 pm at 
the Passionists.
29 March—Collaboration of Women and Men Work-
ing Group (CWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at UISG.

SAVE THE DATE 

14-17 November—JPIC Promoters Formation 
Workshop. Theme: “Building Right Relation-
ships”. Visit the JPIC website for flyers and regis-
tration forms. 

MARCH INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS 

Lent observance (continues from 1 March to 31 
March). Pope uses the biblical story of Lazarus, to call 
us to reflect on how we live. 
Month of March—Evangelization: Formation in 
Spiritual Discernment, that the Church may appreciate 
the urgency of formation in spiritual discernment, both 
on the personal and communitarian levels. The monthly 
videos are available the first Friday of the month.

INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF OBSERVANCE 
IN MARCH 

1 March—Zero Discrimination Day [UNAIDS] 
“Zero Discrimination Day is an opportunity to high-
light how everyone can be part of the transformation 
and take a stand for a fair and just society.”
3 March—World Wildlife Day (A/RES/68/205) calls 
on everyone to do their part in protecting the world’s 
wild animals and plants. The future of wildlife is in our 
hands. 2018 theme: big cats ~ predators under threat. 
8 March—International Women’s Day celebrates the acts 
of courage and determination of ordinary women who 
have played an extraordinary role in their countries. 
21 March—International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination (A/RES/2142 (XXI)) 2018 
Theme: Promoting tolerance, inclusion, unity and 
respect for diversity in the context of combating racial 
discrimination. 
21 March—International Day of Forests  
(A/RES/67/200) reminds us of the ways that forests 
and trees protect us and provide for a rich variety of 
biodiversity. 
22 March—World Water Day (A/RES/47/193) acknowl-
edges that water is an essential building block for life. It is 
vital for creating jobs and supporting economic, social and 
human development. 2018 theme: “Water for Nature.” 
24 March—International Day for the Right to the 
Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and 
for the Dignity of Victims (A/RES/65/196) pays trib-
ute to the important work and values of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero of El Salvador. 
25 March—International Day of Remembrance of the 
Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade (A/
RES/62/122) reminds us that for over 400 years, more 
than 15 million men, women, and children were victims 
of this tragic slave trade.

Click here for a listing of the international days for the year. 

https://www.jpicroma.org/stations-of-the-cross
https://www.jpicroma.org/events
https://www.jpicroma.org/events
https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/02/26/2018-JPIC-Promoters-Formation-Workshop
https://zenit.org/articles/popes-message-for-lent-2017/
https://zenit.org/articles/popes-message-for-lent-2017/
https://www.popesprayer.net
https://www.popesprayer.net
http://www.wildlifeday.org/
http://www.un.org/en/events/womensday/history.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/
http://www.fao.org/international-day-of-forests/en/
http://worldwaterday.org/
http://www.un.org/en/events/righttotruthday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/righttotruthday/
 http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/
 http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/

