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Editorial: This issue gathers reflections and stories based on experiences of people who 
approach complex global social concerns with analytical perspective, convinced that 
solutions can be worked at the local level. Whether that be migration, poverty, human 
rights violations, violence and war or the devastating effects of climate change. With 
top-down perspective, the proposed solutions will not work unless governments and 
international agencies address these issues by engaging the people they serve at a local 
level, for “unity prevails over conflict, realities are more important than ideas, the 

whole is greater than the part.”—Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium
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LINKS: Click underlined blue text to open a link or copy and paste the url on your browser window

Spanish-Portuguese 
JPIC promoters pray 
for justice, nonvio-
lence, peace and the 
integrity of creation 
at the Church of San 
Marcelo al Corso 
on October 4, the 
feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi. “We live in a 
profound moment 
in need of listening, 

of reflecting, and of 
welcoming the gift of peace. We enter with our hearts 
and wills open to the creator and merciful God who 
calls us to promote a new style of peace: nonviolence, 
and to care for and defend our ‘common home.’” Nei-
da Carriedo, FMA of Mexico, prepared and performed 
the songs. 

SPANISH-PORTUGUESE JPIC PROMOTERS 
PRAY FOR JUSTICE, NONVIOLENCE, PEACE 

AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION

GEOPOLITICS AND WESTERNIZATION

Fabio Pasqualleti, a Salesian, presented an overview 
of the situation of geopolitics in today’s world to the 
Spanish and Portuguese JPIC Promoters during their 
monthly meeting on November 6 at the UISG. Geo-
politics is “the study of the geographical distribution 
of power in different countries of the world, and the 
rivalries between different powers: economic, political, 
and military,” which began in the 12th century. 

Professor Pasqualleti discussed the westernization process 
with its two pillars: economy and technology. In so doing 
he identified the lack of fair language and communica-
tion and the shift in paradigms. He mentioned other 
phenomena, such as the pollution of the environment, 
the causes of inequalities with the horrendous laws of the 
market, the stigmatization of the poor. In addition, he 
posed questions about the kind of revolution we are pro-
ducing. He affirmed that there is no doubt that the future 
will be multi-ethnic, and we will move towards hyper glo-
balization with the consequent loss of historical memory.

Resources for Advent: The Maryknoll 
Office for Global Concerns, Reflection 
Guide: A Season to Welcome the Stranger. 
Global Catholic Climate Movement, The 
Joy of Laudato Si to enrich your advent with 
the love of creation. 

Neida Carriedo, FMA of Mexico, prepared and 
performed the songs

Fabio Pasqualleti, SDB, a faculty member of the Department of Communication at 
the Salesian Pontifical University in Rome.

https://maryknollogc.org/resources/advent-reflection-guide-2017-season-welcome-stranger
https://maryknollogc.org/resources/advent-reflection-guide-2017-season-welcome-stranger
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/advent/
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/advent/
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PERSPECTIVES FOR A WORLD FREE FROM 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND FOR INTEGRAL 

DISARMAMENT

The Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Devel-
opment planned a conference of representatives from 
civil society, state and International organizations, in-
fluential academics, and spiritual leaders. This fostered 
an in-depth debate on the impact of nuclear weapons 
and the weapons of mass destruction.
Cardinal Turkson opened the event, citing the purpose: 
to encourage ongoing critical conversations that have 
important consequences. He emphasized the need to 
trust the dialogue process as inclusive of the common 
good, and reflected that everything is interconnected. 
On September 21, 2017 the Holy See was one of the 
first countries to sign a Legally Binding Treaty to Pro-
hibit Nuclear Weapons. The conference was grounded 
in the message of Pope Francis to the United Nations 
during the negotiation of this instrument, leading 
toward the total elimination of these weapons due to 
many serious considerations: 
�� The inadequacy of responding to the main threats 

of peace such as terrorism, environment, and 
poverty. 

�� The catastrophic humanitarian devastation with 
indiscriminate and uncontainable effects.

�� The Creation of a climate of fear.
�� The wasting of resources spent on nuclear and mil-

itary purposes which could instead be used for a 
fight against poverty.

There is a sensitivity to a process of how to create such 
a world free of nuclear weapons. To do so it is imper-
ative to build peace, wide and full, to sustain such a 
world. The conversion is a challenge to move from iso-
lation to a deep regard for the common good, a global 
ethic of solidarity. Nonviolence is a potent source of 
transformation called to a radically new way of think-
ing, to engender a hope that is fueled by opportunities 
to act.
The ethical imperative of a world free of nuclear weap-
ons is inspired by Pope Francis. In his address to the 
audience of participants, he passionately stated “If we 
also take into account the risk of an accidental detona-
tion as a result of error of any kind, the threat of their 

use, as well as their very 
possession, is to be firmly 
condemned… Internation-
al relations cannot be held 
captive to military force, 
mutual intimidation, and 
the parading of stockpiles 
of arms.”
Dr. Beatrice Finn, Director 
of the International Cam-
paign for the Abolition of 

Nuclear Weapons, the organization to receive the 2017 
Nobel Peace Prize, questioned the stability-based fear. 
She pointed out that weapons control us. She called on 
people of faith to be a consistent light to bring hope in 
place of fear.
A stirring and inspiring testimony was given by Wada 
Masako, the Assistant Secretary General of the Japan 
Confederation of A-and H-bomb Sufferers Organi-

zations (Hibakusha). 
She vividly described 
her experience of the 
bombing when she 
was 22 months old 
and the aftermath that 
followed for years. She 
spoke deeply from her 
reconciled heart and 
called for the “Public 
conscience” identified 

CATHOLIC NONVIOLENCE INITIATIVE MEET 
WITH THE DICASTERY FOR THE PROMOTION 

OF INTEGRAL HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

Members of the CNI Steering Committee (photo L-R) 
Ken Butigan, Greet Vanaeschot, Sheila Kinsey, FCJM, 
Marie Dennis, Judy Coode, Gerry Lee, Wamuyu 
Wachira, IBVM, Felix Mushobozi, CPPS, met with 
Dott. Flaminia Giovanelli (far right), undersecretary 
of the Dicastery, on October 27, 2017. They updated 
the Dicastery on the work of the CNI. Focus was 
on the forthcoming round table discussions aimed 
at developing theological, scriptural, ecclesial, and 
practical content toward a process of integrating the 
Gospel of nonviolence in the Catholic Church. 

Fr. Felix is a co-convener of the table on integrating 
Nonviolence and Just Peace throughout the institu-
tions and ministries of the Church. Sr. Sheila is a par-
ticipant in the table which will address the responsibil-
ity of a government to protect its people and her work 
with the DRC will be used for this initiative. Website 
for CNI: https://nonviolencejustpeace.net/

Dr. Beatrice Finn, Director of the Inter-
national Campaign for the Abolition of 
Nuclear Weapons.

Wada Masako, the Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral of the Japan Confederation of A-and 
H-bomb Sufferers Organizations.

https://nonviolencejustpeace.net/
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in the preamble of the treaty. She stated it “is essential 
for securing the benefit for the public, human race, 
and Mother Earth… It is the role of public conscience 
and justice to pray and to accumulate small efforts for 
achieving the elimination of nuclear weapons.”
Building on the international community’s overwhelm-
ingly positive vote in favor of rejecting the use of nu-
clear weapons, the Hibakusha has created an “Interna-
tional Signature Campaign in support of the Appeal of 
the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons”. More than 5.15 
million signatures have been submitted to the UN. 
The JPIC Secretariat was pleased to be invited to the 
international conference.
Pope Francis’s speech is available in various languages on 
the Vatican website.

PAX CHRISTI PEACE AWARD TO THE 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

It was a grand celebration 
when the ZODEVITEV 
Indigenous People were 
honored with the 2017 
Pax Christi International 
Peace Award for their ac-
tive nonviolence in Chia-
pas, Mexico. Receiving 
the award, Ms. Mikeas 
Sanchez Gómez spoke 
passionately about this 
successful effort which 
involved people on many 
levels, including grassroots, 
churches, civic organiza-
tions, and government. 
Accurate information, 
clearly and personally pre-

sented, enabled the group to obtain the much-needed 
declaration of refusal for hydraulic fracturing. Fracking 
is a drilling technique involving pressurized use of wa-
ter, deep underground, to enter into cracked areas for 
extracting oil or natural gas. It is controversial because 
of the amount of natural resources needed to complete 
the process and it can cause air pollution and the con-
tamination of ground and surface water.
Tags: ZODEVITE, Movimiento Indígena del Pueblo 
Creyente Zoque en Defensa de la Vida y la Tierra, 
MOVEDITE, Chiapas, Catholic Nonviolence Initia-
tivepractice.

PEOPLE’S DIALOGUE EXCHANGE VISIT TO 
ZIMBABWE DISRUPTED BY ARREST OF ALL 

PARTICIPANTS

Plans are underway for a thematic forum 
on mining and extractivist economy to 
be held in South Africa in August 2018. 
Br. Rodrigo Peret, OFM, coordinator of 
Franciscans Action for Ecology in Bra-
zil, has been gathering information and 
networking in preparation for this event. 
In this regard, the People’s Dialogue (PD) 
Network held an exchange visit in Zim-
babwe from November 8–12 to explore 
and understand the situation of artisanal 

mining and participate in the commemoration of the 
9th Anniversary of the Marange Diamond massacre, 
outside Mutare, where hundreds of artisanal miners 
were gunned down by Zimbabwe’s national army in 
November 2008. The PD is a South-South dialogue 
platform that brings together social organizations and 
movements, particularly for Latin America and South-
ern Africa to create new models of development. 
It is hoped that artisanal mining can offer an alternative 
to the looting of the multinational mining companies 
in our countries. Furthermore, the exchange visit was 
also intended to explore and share ideas of how artisanal 
mining was organized and what its role could be in re-
source nationalism. Zimbabwe was selected because over 
one million people are involved in artisanal mining. 
On the morning, of November 10, the 22 PD dele-
gates were arrested and charged for illegally entering the 
Marange diamond fields. The allegations against them, 
which led to the charge of crime, do not hold. There 
were no signs in the area and it is not a mining field. 
Declaring Marange communal lands a restricted area 
comes with many problems. First, the freedoms of 
movement, association and assembly of over six thou-
sand people who inhabit the area are greatly curtailed 
by this restriction. People who don’t live in that com-
munity impose the restriction on the community, 
thereby make Marange an imprisoned community 
that is cut off from the rest of the country. During the 
commemoration several community members narrated 
traumatizing stories of how they have been arrested 
and tortured whilst herding cattle or drinking with 
friends at the local shopping centre. 
The second challenge with this restriction is the failure 
by government to put in place the necessary signposts 
marking the entire restricted area and putting person-
nel to inform the public that they are now entering 
a restricted zone. There is only one small sign with a 
message on the said restriction. Government assumes 
that everyone knows that the area is restricted. 

Rodrigo Peret, OFM, 
coordinator of Fran-
ciscans Action for 
Ecology in Brazil.

Ms. Mikeas Sanchez and Leonor Char-
ria, OP and Bishop KevinDowling, 
CSSR, co-president of Pax Christi. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2017/november/documents/papa-francesco_20171110_convegno-disarmointegrale.html
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It is not clear who is restricted from entering the area 
since, as mentioned above, there are over 6,000 people 
in this ward. Also, it is not clear which area is restricted 
and the locals are being tortured for trespassing within 
their communities.
Violence against communities affected by mining and 
artisanal miners continues to this day and has been 
growing. Among the human rights violations commit-
ted in Marange, we also have the forced displacement 
of 1,300 families. Displaced families are experiencing 
new poverty because they do not have enough land for 
agricultural cultivation.
Mining, in the world, enriches a few, leaves a trail of 
violations of human rights, destruction of nature and 
poverty. In Zimbabwe, the situation of communities 
affected by mining and miners is extremely serious and 
needs support and solidarity.—Rodrigo Peret, OFM, coordina-
tor of Franciscans Action for Ecology in Brazil

AEFJN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Africa Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN), 
a network of 48 congregations of men and women 
religious working for economic justice between Africa 
and Europe, held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
on the 10th of November 2017. Around 20 member-
congregations were represented at the meeting which 
was held at the Generalate of the Missionaries of Africa. 
Reports were given by the Secretariat in Brussels and the 
Executive Committee on the status of work being done 
by the AEFJN and how to enhance its work.
François de Paul Houngue, SMA, president of AEFJN, 
reported on the work done by the Executive Commit-
tee. One of the mandates from the last AGM was the 
promotion and creation of Antennas (satellite offices) 
in Africa. Now in the Central African Republic and the 
DRC, the Antennas maintain regular contact with the 
Secretariat. He thanked the outgoing Executive Com-
mittee members, Rebecca Sepepka, SUSC and Denise 
Bangn’a, OLA for their long, passionate commitment.
Chika Onyejiuwa, CSSp, José Luis Gutierrez Aranda 
and Gino Brunswijck from the Secretariat reported 
some success stories of the network’s advocacy in col-
laboration with other civil society organizations in line 

with the priorities of the Network, namely Food Sov-
ereignty, Land Grabbing, Trade, Natural Resources and 
Raw Materials. 
Loredana Dalla Libera, CMS talked about the Italian An-
tenna. She joined Sr. Francesca Sekli, PSA, who has been 
working for the Antenna for many years. They are invit-
ing the member-congregations to join the Antenna.
Click here for more information.—AEFJN Executive Committee

JPIC AT BONN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE

The secretariat of the JPIC Commission–USG/UISG 
participated at the UN Framework Convention for 
Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC), which took 
place in Bonn Germany from November 6-17 with 
the government of the Fiji Islands as a presider. The 
conference in Bonn is the next step for governments to 
implement the Paris Climate Change Agreement and 
accelerate the transformation to sustainable, resilient, 
and climate-safe development. The Paris Agreement 
entered into force last November and the era of imple-
mentation has begun. This conference has further clarified 
the enabling frameworks that will make the agreement 
fully operational and identified the support needed for all 
nations to achieve their climate change goals.
The participation of the JPIC secretariat was to ensure 
the visibility of the Union of Consecrated Religious 
men and women, especially our commitment with re-
gard to the reality of climate change and its effects en-
dangering the life of people we serve around the world 
as part and parcel of our mission. 
The presence of faith groups at COP23 made a difference 
because they brought to the attention of international 
public the witness of life of how their people live and how 
they try to adapt and cope to the changing climate in 
every sector of their everyday life as they struggle to have 
sustainable food, water, energy, medicine, and other basic 
human needs. The alliance based on their faith shows that 
protecting the earth is a moral imperative; not adopted 
simply because they care about nature but because they 
care about human beings and other species, whose lives 
depend upon a healthy environment.

Felix Mushobozi, CPPS, Joseph Blay, OFM-Con., Rufino Lim, OFM and Mr. Budi 
Tjahjono.

Attendees at the AEFJN annual general meeting.

http://aefjn.org/
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to assess what was already being done and to continue 
with the spirit of the congregations. Networking was 
stressed as it strengthens and broadens relational efforts 
and allows us to be persistent in our advocacy efforts. 
The role of the promoter was developed within the re-
sponsibilities of coordination, collaboration, communi-
cation, and formation with a JPIC perspective.

The workshop in-
cluded a cultural 
evening, a time to 
stop and appreciate 
the different gifts of 
one another and to 
have some fun. Many 
positive comments 
were received, and 
participants felt en-
ergized to continue 
their JPIC efforts 
wherever they are.

PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN WEST PAPUA

The West Papua Network in Rome organized a meet-
ing in November held at the Augustinian Generalate in 
Rome to introduce the report “Human Rights in West 
Papua 2017” published by International Coalition for 
Papua (ICP). ICP is an international coalition of faith-
based and civil society organizations which are address-
ing the human rights situation in West Papua.

For the meeting, the West Papua Network in Rome in-
vited Mr. Norman Voß from the secretariat of ICP and 
the author of the report, Mr. Budi Tjahjono from Fran-
ciscans International who does advocacy activities on the 
issue of human rights in Papua, and Fr. Andrzej Owca, 
CSSp, the Geneva regional representative of VIVAT 
International, who introduced the report and gave the 
recent update through an online conference call.

Different speakers briefed the group on the situation 
in various fields of human rights with clear indicators. 
Among the significant issues were the number of polit-
ical arrests. A typical case is the arrest of those protest-
ing peacefully. Such cases have dramatically increased 
(223 cases in 2012, and 5361 cases in 2016). Another 
significant issue is the increase of the number of “mys-
terious killings”. 

It was emphasized that the Indonesian legal system 
is not that bad, if we compare it with other countries 
in Southeast Asia, but it is a different story in Pap-
ua—rampant corruption in the judicial courts, the 
influence of the military in public life, and the political 
influence of the police.

During the 2015 UN General Assembly, Solomon 
Islands and Kingdom of Tonga addressed the issue of 

The COP23 conference shows that there is global pro-
gress towards the aim of reducing global warming from 
present levels of 2.5° to 1.5° and Catholics and people 
of faith have played an important role. On Thursday 
November 9, a coalition of diverse faith and spiritual 
groups shared a declaration and their initial commit-
ment to a lifestyle of compassionate simplicity for the 
sake of the climate. This declaration was delivered to 
the UN climate negotiators by a march of 80 bikes and 
4 bicycle rickshaws. 
The lifestyle component is very important for all of us 
as we lead our people to adaptation and mitigation of 
climate change. It is the role of faith leaders to work on 
education and training for ways people can advance in 
resilience to the effects of climate change. 
See the People’s Climate Summit 2017 website and the 
that of the delegations from US and UK.

2017 JPIC WORKSHOP: NONVIOLENCE: A 
STYLE OF POLITICS FOR PEACE

Twenty-five enthusiastic and highly experienced women 
and men religious attended the JPIC Promoters Work-
shop in Rome from November 15-18. The participants 
came from Rome and various countries, which include 
Canada, Kenya, Ireland, United Kingdom, India and 
Spain, who came to share their rich backgrounds.
The days unfolded the theme “Nonviolence: a Style of 
Politics for Peace” within the context of contemplation 
and action. This reflective format created the prayerful 
context for approaching the areas of critical concern of 
different working groups—peace, environment, migra-
tion, trafficking, Africa, and collaborative relationships.
Guest speakers from the Dicastery Promoting Integral 
Human Development, SEDOS, Talitha Kum, Africa 
Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN), along 
with the JPIC Promoters presented on many topics. 
The methodology of SEE, JUDGE and ACT guided 
the quality and depth of the information shared: we 
are to see with the eyes of Christ, have a compassion-
ate heart that considers social analysis along with the 
Scriptures and Church Teachings, and act grounded in 
such careful reflection. 
To build on the work of communities, it was important 

Yoko Ono, SCG demonstrates justice and peace 
in calligraphy.

Workshop participants with other JPIC Promoters and JPIC Secretariat staff.

https://pcs2017.org/en/call-out/
 https://350.org/uspeoplesdelegation/
http://climatevision.co.uk/
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human rights violation in West Papua during their 
speeches. Such regional support from the Pacific Is-
lands countries has been increasing in recent years.

In March this year, the Special Rapporteur on Health, 
which monitors the health-related human rights sit-
uation on behalf of UN, visited West Papua. During 
the past 10 years, such a visit was not allowed by the 
Indonesian Government. The different NGOs could 
meet with the Special Rapporteur during his visit. The 
Catholic NGOs continue working through the UN 
mechanism.

After the presentation, the Network members dis-
cussed how they animate local members together and 
strengthen the networking in Rome. The presentation 
gave us a very comprehensive picture of the current 
human rights situation in West Papua. The meeting 
was an encouraging moment to recognize our interna-
tional network being in solidarity with the people of 
West Papua.

Click here for the “Human Rights in West Papua 
2017” report. —Daisuke Narui, SVD, Coordination team, West 
Papua Network in Rome

PRAYER AND ROUND TABLES FOR S. SUDAN 
AND DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

On November 23, Pope Francis presided at a prayer 
for South Sudan and the DRC, the two most conflict-
ed countries in the world, in the Basilica of St. Peter. 
The participants drew inspiration from the compas-
sionate life of Jesus and the DRC choir enriched the 
response to the theme, creating an emotionally moving 
and a hopeful experience for peace. Click to view a 
video of the entire event.  
This collaborative event was organized by Solidarity 
with South Sudan and JPIC Commission of USG/
UISG, including many other participating groups. 
Round Table Discussions on the two countries with 
the theme, “Building Peace Together”, will be  held at 
the Pontifical University of the Urbaniana on January 
18, 2018, 4 pm to 7 pm. Panelists will discuss ways to 
develop personal peace, live in peace and sustain peace. 
Reception will follow.

L-R on screen: Norman Voß from the secretariat of ICP, Budi Tjahjono from 
Franciscans International, and Fr. Andrzej Owca, CSSp, the Geneva regional repre-
sentative of VIVAT International

“Building Peace Together”
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS ON 

SOUTH SUDAN AND THE DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Pontifical University of the Urbaniana   
January 18, 2018, 4 pm to 7 pm

Reception to follow
DECEMBER PRAYER INTENTIONS OF  

POPE FRANCIS

Universal: For the elderly. That the elderly, sus-
tained by families and Christian communities, 
may apply their wisdom and experience to spread-
ing the faith and forming new generations. A 
video on the intention becomes available the first 
Friday of the month. 
1 January—World Day of Prayer for Peace is on 
Migration. The message from Pope Francis is here.

http://humanrightspapua.org/hrreport/2017
http://humanrightspapua.org/hrreport/2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTOin67ahos
http://apostleshipofprayer.org
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2017/11/24/171124e.html
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INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF OBSERVANCE

1 December—World AIDS Day is an opportu-
nity to show support for people living with HIV 
and pray for those who have died.
2 December—International Day for the Aboli-
tion of Slavery (A/RES/317(IV)) has the focus of 
eradicating contemporary forms of slavery.
5 December—World Soil Day (A/RES/68/232) 
aims to connect people with soils and raise aware-
ness of their critical importance in their lives. 
Short videos in English and some in Spanish. 
9 December—International Day of Commemo-
ration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of 
Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime (A/
RES/69/323) seeks to raise awareness of the Gen-
ocide Convention and its role in combating and 
preventing the crime of genocide.
9 December —International Anti-Corruption 
Day (A/RES/58/4) brings awareness that to end 
poverty and ensure lives of dignity we need to 
fight corruption in all aspects in all countries.
10 December—Human Rights Day (A/RES/423 
(V) reminds us to promote and protect human 
rights.
18 December—International Migrants Day (A/
RES/55/93) stresses the human rights and funda-
mental freedoms of migrants.
20 December—International Human Solidarity 
Day (A/RES/60/209) focuses on the need to work 
together to fight poverty.
For a listing of the international days for the year, go 
to  http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/inter-
national-days/.

JPIC PROMOTERS MEETINGS IN DECEMBER

4 December—English Speaking CORE Group 
from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli
5 December—Integrity of Creation Working 
Group (ICWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli
6 December—Spanish Portuguese Promoters 
meeting with the topic JPIC, Nonviolence and 
Human Dignity from 9 am to 12 pm at UISG.
12 December— Anti-Trafficking Working Group 
(ATWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli
15 December—Africa Working Group, 3:30 to 
5:30 at Missionaries of Africa
17 December—English Promoters Christmas 
party begins at 5 pm with Mass and a potluck fol-
lowing at Maryknoll College ,Via Saldegna 83
20 December—English Speaking JPIC Promoters 
meeting hosted by the Africa Working Group, 9 
am to 12 pm at UISG
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