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Editorial: Focusing on solidarity in this October Newsbrief, we look at how we can be united in 
our efforts to promote justice, peace and care for the integrity of creation. Attending to the quality of 
our relationships and making efforts to consciously interlink our connections are the ways we see this 
happening. Pope Francis in Gaudete et Exsultate encourages us to recognize that: “Growth in holiness 
is a journey in community, side by side with others.” (141) As one human family we are called to be in 
solidarity as sisters and brothers caring for our common home. This issue demonstrates ways we have 
come together to make our influence felt in making this world a better place.
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The British Ambassador to Italy, Mrs. Jill Morris and the 
British Ambassador to the Holy See, Mrs. Sally Axwor-
thy, hosted a dialogue, “BeyondPlastics: A Shared Ambi-
tion.” The discussion included high-level representatives 
from the UK departments for Business, Energy and In-
dustrial Strategy, International Trade and Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, and the Holy See. The UK pro-
poses to eliminate all avoidable plastic waste by 2040. 
Although some major suppliers have agreed to help with 
this process, there remain many challenges such as com-
mercial arrangements, contracts and shareholders. Being 
prepared with alternatives also presents a challenge with 
suppliers and manufacturers. 

Various offices with 
action strategies already 
in place are leading the 
confrontation of this 
problem and promoting 
this effort, emphasizing 
the good use of tax-pay-
ers money. They are try-
ing to make it easy for 
the public to take right 

action, such as having paper bags and reducing plastics 
in packaging. Other efforts include citizens devoting 
days to pick-up plastics along the shore and to keep the 
beach of the Thames clean, which shows great commu-
nity engagement in the continued effort.  

Representing the Holy See, Dr. Paulo Conversi, Ph.D. 
delivered an intervention and thanked the UK for their 
efforts. He encouraged them in their action to make 
Laudato Si’ a reality. Truly, this promotes solidarity with 
their global sustainability policies and actions.

CELEBRATING ST. FRANCIS IN POLAND

The JPIC Secretariat partic-
ipated in the first St. Francis 
event celebrated in many 
areas of Poland. These expe-
riences were held to kindle 
interest and participation 
in COP 24, which will be 
held in Katowice, Poland 
from December 2 to 14. 
Focusing on food waste, Sr. 

Sheila Kinsey, FCJM, presented on the subject from the 
perspective of Laudato Si’ and Catholic Social Teaching. 
The emphasis on food waste is due to its effect on global 
warming, as landfills with food waste releases methane 
gas which has 30 times the potency of carbon dioxide as 
a heat trapping gas. Food waste also directly impacts the 
poor and the productive use of the environment. In Po-
land, 80 percent of the food waste occurs in the supply 
chain and 20 percent with domestic use.
Developing a quote from native-born St. John Paul II, 
“any consideration of the environment also must consid-
er labor,” she called on both those working in the supply 
chain and those in the domestic realms to consider what 
they can do. 
Presenters included a cross-section of the various sec-
tors—government, agriculture, restaurants, business, 
and food banks. All of these persons have invested inter-

BEYOND PLASTICS

Poland Minister of Agriculture, Jan 
Krzysztof Ardanowski.

Avoidable Single-Use Plastics include all products that 
are made wholly or partly of plastic and are typically used 
once or only a short period of time before being disposed 
and are technically, environmentally and economically 

practicable to avoid.

UK Green Your Cup inventor hopes to put 
an end to the 2.5 billion coffee cups thrown 
way every year.

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e7a99a_9d69078a5ca74a78a10680c56ffafe6c.pdf
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ests and participated in an incredible panel discussion, 
speaking openly about their concerns and challenges 
in a very civil and enlightening exchange. Clearly, the 
well-being of the Polish people was the central focus of 
the discussion, even as the respective interests were ac-
knowledged.
In an interview for television, Sr. Sheila engaged the 
reporter on the effects of hunger on brain development 
in children and the consequences of stunted growth and 
poor academic performance. She noted that these chil-
dren eventually become the responsible adult citizens of 
countries, disadvantaged having come from a very com-
promised background, if not corrected.
Poland is strategically organizing their efforts to reduce 
hunger through the coordination of the Federation of 
Food Bank and Caritas Poland. Global Catholic Cli-
mate Movement and Caritas Poland were sponsors of 
this program.
For more information go to GCCM and UN COP 24. 

CLIMATE PILGRIMAGE—ST. PETER’S SQUARE 
TO KATOWICE 

On the morning of October 4th, the Feast of St. Francis 
of Assisi, a group of climate activists from around the 
world gathered at St. Peter’s Square to pray and thank 
God for the gift of creation, followed by the “climate 
pilgrimage” from St. Peter’s Square to Katowice, Poland, 
site of the UN Climate Change Conference. The group 
led by Yeb Saño, a former climate negotiator from the 
Philippines, is walking 1,500 km. in solidarity with the 
most vulnerable of this world suffering the consequenc-
es of climate change such as extreme weather, floods, 
typhoons, earthquakes, tsunami, droughts, etc. The pil-
grims are carrying the prayers of many people, including 
those gathered during the last Laudato Si Mass on Sep-
tember 30 at Villa Lante, Trastevere. Others will be col-
lected on the way. Each prayer is written on the ribbon 
and is carried by the pilgrims all the way to Katowice. 
The GCCM has created a web space where everybody 
can submit prayers. Two from the JPIC Promoters par-
ticipated in the walk: Dani Brought, ASC did one station 
and Benedict Ayodi, OFM Cap. walked the whole week 
to Assisi. 

This pilgrimage aims to raise awareness on the fate of the 
earth—our common Home. There is a role for all of us 
to raise a prophetic voice for action on climate change. 
Grounded in the values of our faith, we stand in solidar-
ity with the victims of climate injustices and urge those 
in our society with decision making positions to take 
action and change our life styles in favour of climate 
justice. Learn more about the deeper meaning of this 
pilgrimage here. The GCCM website is now ready in 
English and Italian and will be coming in other languag-
es in the next week. 

UISG WEBINAR: INSPIRING ACTION WITH LOVE
Seeds of hope are springing forth for our planet! 

The third webinar of Sowing Hope for the Planet, spon-
sored by the UISG and JPIC, was held on October 17. 
We heard from three speakers who shared their experience 
of the action they are taking for the campaign.
Sr. Margaret Gonsalvez, a Sister of Christian Community, 
has worked in India for more than 22 years, encouraging 
the empowerment of indigenous girls and women with 
residential programs offering English and sustainable de-
velopment skills. Sr. Margaret offered wonderful examples 
of making ordinary experiences into something rich and 
full of meaning.
Sr. Janet McCann, ASC shared her community’s experi-
ence of corporate action against the construction of a gas 
pipeline through their land in the USA. For the Sisters 
of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ, this land is sacred 
and needs to be protected for future generations. We 
are inspired by the moral integrity of the decision which 
comes at such personal cost and by the graceful way they 
have responded to the media coverage. We continue to 
hope for a positive outcome. 
Christina Leano, Associate Director of the Global 
Catholic Climate Movement, gave a summary of the 
Season of Creation and described the Laudato Si Re-
treats which have suggested reflection formats and Cir-
cles that are being organized in local areas for prayer and 

Dani Brought, ASC (left) and Benedict Ayodi, OFM Cap. (center) with Yeb Sano 
(right)  with other climate activists.

https://catholicclimatemovement.global
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/?gclid=CjwKCAjwvNXeBRAjEiwAjqYhFuZnybW_GiPP94WMpdYRZ_V8dwCutHLO3b_bNjFfcaLMGkB34nocShoCsMYQAvD_BwE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wywz6qwMrshJcpBTZy5VNsxh-lTDCWgUbZGWvD04TEA/edit
https://catholicclimatemovement.global
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/retreats
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/retreats
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building community. She encouraged the support of the 
pilgrims on their way to Katowice and stressed the im-
portance of the world meeting for COP 24.
To support the pilgrims in their call for climate justice, 
GCCM has launched an advocacy campaign for reli-
gious to add their voice to the climate debate. The voice 
of the religious is crucial to the conversation on climate 
change. Sign the petition for climate justice to the Unit-
ed Nations. 
For information on Laudato Si Circles and anything else 
regarding GCCM, e-mail christina@catholicclimate-
movement.global.
References: 1) Margaret Gonsalvez’s NCR article on 
Laudato Si: Community Life; 2) Adorers of the Blood of 
Christ website. 
Webinar available at JPIC website in English, Spanish 
and French.
The next webinar is scheduled for January 17, 2019.

ROUNDTABLE ON PREVENTING SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT SITUATIONS

The UK Embassy to the Holy See hosted the roundta-
ble discussion on to get feedback on the workshop it 
sponsored in August in coordination with the JPIC sec-
retariat for USG/UISG on “A Compassionate Response 
to Victims of Sexual Abuse in Situations of Conflict” in 
Kampala, Uganda. This was the second UK-sponsored 
workshop. The first one took place in Goma, in the 
eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) .
A selected Vatican audience (representatives from the 
Secretariat of State, embassies, religious congregations, 
Vatican dicasteries, universities and ecumenical partners) 
joined the meeting. The UK Ambassador to the Holy 
See, Sally Ashworthy, introduced the session with a brief 
background of the project, underlining the endeavours 
of the UK government to make sure impunity on this 
crime is eradicated and traumatic effects on the survivors 
are addressed. She emphasized the role of faith-based 
organizations in addressing the issue. The UK’s Preven-
tion of sexual Violence Initiative (PSVI) priorities for 
2017/18 include challenging the stigma survivors of sex-

ual violence experience; delivering justice for survivors, 
ensuring better access to healthcare, psychosocial sup-
port and livelihood programmes; and improving how 
security forces around the world prevent and respond to 
these crimes, she said.
Sheila Kinsey, FCJM and Bernard Ugeux, M.Afr. were the 
main speakers. While Sr. Sheila reported on the forma-
tion and training workshop that took place in Kampala, 
Uganda and DRC, Fr. Bernard stressed some important 
aspects on the workshop in Goma, DRC and the follow 
up that is going on. 
The Uganda workshop was organized by the Association 
of Religious in Uganda (ARU) and coordinated by the 
JPIC Commission Secretariat and funded by the UK 
government. Uganda’s northern, southern and western 
neighbors are in live conflict, thus causing millions of 
refugees into Uganda. Despite all the devastation of war 
some of the refugees are subjected to sexual violence, 
rape, trafficking etc, not only by their fellows but some-
times by service providers in the camps.
An important component of both workshops was the 
planning for the aftermath of the workshop which was 
based on prospects for prevention of triggers of mass 
sexual violence; building Internal networks and partner-
ships against sexual violence, before, during and after 
conflict and pooling factors for a local and national 
reconciliation program; and finally the group discerned 
together priority issues that they could work together 
after the workshop.
Fr. Bernard, who has been working in the DRC for over 
20 years, shared some reflections regarding the project. 
Talking about his pastoral compassionate work with the 
victims, he reiterated that one must admire the capacity 
of resilience of African women, the way they deal with 
double traumas—one derived from the terrible fate they 
had suffered and the second is the discrimination and 
psychological stigma they face from their communities. 
Fr. Bernard emphasized the value of the training, the fact 
that religious men and women, priests and church related 
agents who took part in the workshop have received qual-
ity training sessions. 

CONNECTING WITH SISTERS IN DRC

The JPIC Secretariat met with Sr. Denise Mbuilu, del-
egate of the constellation of the Association Women 
Religious in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
who was in Rome. She is the Superior General of the 
Diocesan Sisters of St. Mary of Kisantu (Les Sœurs de 
Sainte-Marie de Kisantu). Our secretariat has been in 
in contact with the Association of Women Religious in 
DRC as a follow up of the workshop coordinated by our 
office which took place in Goma in April 2017.  
Sr. Denise shared how women and men religious have 
been in the frontline to bring God’s compassion to 
suffering people of the DRC. She also shared concerns 

 http://climatepilgrimage.com/petition/
mailto:christina%40catholicclimatemovement.global?subject=
mailto:christina%40catholicclimatemovement.global?subject=
 https://www.globalsistersreport.org/column/capital-e-earth/spirituality-environment/laudato-si-community-life-53301
https://adorers.org/
https://adorers.org/
https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/06/11/Sowing-Hope-for-the-Planet-June-181500-hrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hS-3uXvjZKs&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiGxl1DZJxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pg8wQHcR3ZE
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/british-embassy-holy-see
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e7a99a_f6e68b3133944a5c8b41369cd106f2af.pdf
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about the political atmosphere of the DRC as they pre-
pare for the political elections in December this year. 
The Catholic church in the country is taking the respon-
sibility of coordinating the catholic inspired civil society 
movement to provide civic education to have a  safe en-
vironment for the forthcoming elections. 
Sr. Denise also shared many initiatives that are taking 
place to make sure that Pope Francis’ teaching on the 
care of creation is put into practice through simple in-
itiatives such as the planting of trees, doing away with 
plastics and paper wastes. She talked about the challeng-
es sisters are facing in communication outside the coun-
try because of the lack of stable phone and internet.

SEDOS AUTUMN SEMINAR: CONTRIBUTION 
OF WOMEN RELIGIOUS TO MISSION

The two-day Seminar co-organized by the Service of 
Documentation and Study on Global Mission (SE-
DOS) with the JPIC Secretariat took place at Casa 
Lasalle. The objective was to raise awareness of the diffi-
culties religious women encounter in doing mission and 
to encourage congregations of men to cooperate more 
with female congregations. The two days were enriched 
by the input from speakers
Catherine Marin,  Professor at Institut Catholique de 
Paris talked about the Place of Women Religious in His-
tory; Marie-Hélène Robert, OLA, Professor at Université 
Catholique de Lyon discussed Sense of Collaboration 
in Mission from Mary to Lydia, Biblical Perspective; Sr. 
Anne Falola, OLA from Nigeria, a member of her con-
gregation’s General Council spoke about Realities and 
Struggles of Women Religious in Mission. The after-
noon on the second day was reserved for a panel discus-
sion which featured models of collaboration of men and 
women congregation who share a common tradition. 
Panel members included Sr. Maria Theresia Hörne-
mann, SSpS, Congregational Leader; Fr. Narui Daisuke, 
SVD, JPIC Coordinator; Sr. Gisela Schreyer, MSOLA, Ar-
chivist; Fr. Francis Barnes, M.Afr, Assistant General.
Following are some highlights of the presentation.

The mission of Mary presented 
by Sr. Marie-Hélène Robert, OLA 
discussed the  maternity of Mary 
as mother of Christ and thus the 
mother of humanity. Underlin-
ing Mary’s public life: she is the 
mother of the members of Christ. 

In this, she is a mirror of charity, having experienced a 
special way to accompany the believers journeying to-
wards the Kingdom. 
In the reflection on Mary as the model of consecrated 
women and men in mission, Sr. Marie spoke of Mary 
as the star of evangelization because she brings forth 
the Word of God in the ministerial activity of the 
Church. Because it was through their work of evange-
lization that Christianity spread beyond Europe, as far 
as the northern territories of the Asian continent. It 
was also interesting to hear that Mary is highly respect-
ed by the Muslims for her purity and virginity; greater 
than Mohamed’s daughters because she is believed to 
be Moses’s sister!

Sr. Anne Falola, OLA looked at 
biblical metaphor stories of Ruth 
the Moabite and the Samaritan 
woman at the well (Jn 4:4-42) to 
illustrate the realities of women 
religious in mission and their 
struggles. She underlined Ruth’s 
radical way of loving as an in-

spiration for countless women religious committed in 
mission—education, health care, service to those who 
are at the margins of society, evangelizing passionately 
for justice, peace and care for the creation in our broken 
world. Sr. Anne also illustrated Ruth as a metaphor of 
struggle for many women who stand together in solidar-
ity to overcome exclusion. The metaphor of the Samar-
itan woman at the well illustrate realities and struggles 
of women religious, chosen as humble and sinful, but 
when they allow Christ to enter deeper relationship 
broke cultural and religious boundaries of their society 
to move from isolation to discipleship.
Other challenges she mentioned were: the tension of 
living the charism and remaining relevant to the needs 
of our time; sustainability of religious institutes and the 
necessity to remain focused on mission and not to be 
money oriented; and last, but not least, is the exclusion 
of women from religious and spiritual leadership within 
the church.
In conclusion, she called women religious to leave their 
comfort zones, dare to take risks and venture into the 
unknown. They need to emulate Ruth’s hard work atti-
tude and be strategic in recognizing that there are men 
who respect and appreciate women’s contribution and 
sacrifices in building God’s kingdom.
The next SEDOS Bulletin will feature these presentations. 

https://sedosmission.org/
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CREATING THE JPIC NARRATIVE
“Contemplation is the spring and action the stream that 

flows from the spring.”—Thomas Merton

Creating the JPIC Narrative: 
Integrating Contemplation and 
Action was the theme of the JPIC 
Promoters Meeting last October 
17th, which facilitated by Fr. Rene 
Cabag, CICM and Sister Sheila 
Kinsey, FCJM.  
Fr. Rene reminded us that, unless 
the waters of the spring are living 
and flow outward, the spring be-
comes a stagnant pool. And if the 

stream loses contact with the spring which is its source, 
it dries up.  Contemplation and action need one an-
other—neither is mutually exclusive! What is required 
today is a spirituality of social engagement.
Social media’s influence on the presentation of social 
issues offers both opportunities and challenges.  For the 
50th World Communications Day, His Holiness Pope 
Francis offered this message:
“It is not technology which determines whether or not com-
munication is authentic, but rather the human heart and 
our capacity to use wisely the means at our disposal. 
Social networks can facilitate relationships and promote the 
good of society, but they can also lead to further polarization 
and division between individuals and groups. 
The digital world is a public square, a meeting place where 
we can either encourage or demean one another, engage in a 
meaningful discussion or unfair attacks.”
We receive a flood of information—images, words and 
ideas that are often more about emotion than truth. The 
speed with which information is communicated exceeds 
our capacity for reflection and judgement. If communi-
cation is to truly be at the service of an authentic culture 
of encounter, we need to re-adopt the See-Judge-Act 
model to assist us in increasing our understanding and 
awareness, and to recognize our own biases so we may 
unite in solidarity with those on the peripheries.
See-Judge-Act invites us to investigate WHY things are 
as they are in our world. It challenges us to consider our 
own limited understanding, to dig deeper and go wider. 
To move from ‘top down’ humanitarianism, evangelisa-
tion, and politics to listening and allowing the poor, the 
vulnerable, the unchurched—the periphery people—to 
voice their own needs and answer their own questions.
Sr. Sheila reminded us that Jesus had the right idea! He 
came as a human person, he walked and worked amongst 
people. He also spent quality time in prayer!  We need to 
find new ways to be engaged in contemplation.
“Everything can be accepted and integrated into our life in 
this world, and become a part of our path to holiness. We 
are called to be contemplatives even in the midst of action, 

and to grow in holiness by responsibly and generously carry-
ing out our proper mission.’” (Gaudete et Exsultate 26)
Our prayer and our life is the mission; at its core, holiness 
is experiencing union with Christ and the mysteries of his 
life and our life. It is time to recognise our brokenness, 
embrace humility and open ourselves to the Mystery!
Remember, how we are with each other is as important 
as what we do.—Contributor: Anne McCabe, SM General Coun-
cilor of the Marist Sister who has a focus on JPIC
Our heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Rene who has been an intern with the 
JPIC Secretariat during the months of September and October. He 
recently earned his licentiate in Social Sciences from the Gregorian 
Pontifical University and will join the faculty at Maryhill School of 
Theology in the Philippines this coming semester, while handling the 
JPIC desk of CICM, Philippines. We highly appreciate the many ways 
he contributed to the workings of the office through his intelligence, cre-
ativity and concern for JPIC issues.

WHY, WE WORK FOR JUSTICE, PEACE AND 
INTEGRITY OF CREATION?

Biblical, Theological, Antropological and Eclesiológical fun-
daments/basics/foundations

The monthly meeting of the Spanish and Portuguese 
JPIC Promoters in October was a day of reflection, in-
spired by St. Francis of Assisi. The session began with 
the praying of his best-known texts—the “Canticle of 
the Creatures” and the “Peace Prayer”.
In planning the activities of the year, we considered 
the importance of reflecting on the basic theology as a 
source of inspiration for our ministry in justice, peace 
and the integrity of creation. With the input of Fr. Vi-
cente Felipe Tapia, OFM, we reviewed the essential writ-
ings and those aspects that motivate our commitment.
To think on the anthropological level, we could say the 
first reason of “the human being” is to live in justice, to 
deepen the nucleus, of the being in itself.  The human 
being has personal initiatives, good aspirations, self-real-
izations, at the same time the human being cannot live 
alone. Our identity is in “relation” with others, and these 
relationships have limits with the human dignity.
In Christian anthropology, the human being is made in 
the image and likeness of God, and with that dignity, 
comes this special identity. So, in this way, if I’m a believer, 

Fr. Rene Cabag, CICM.

Maria Yaneth Moreno, Salvatorian and Vincent Felipe Tapia, OFM.

https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/03/27/Contemplation-in-Action
https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/03/27/Contemplation-in-Action
https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/03/27/Contemplation-in-Action
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“all that I do to one person, I’m doing to God”, because 
my relation with the others, is my relation with God.
In communitarian anthropology, human beings need to 
be in solidarity, in order to build a good environment 
to live. From the beginning it was like that, because 
it is impossible to live alone. To live with others, it is 
neccessary to be aware that my rights, my freedom, fin-
ish, at the rights and freedom of others. So, the utopía 
for the human beings is a human family. However, we 
know that is a big work because the relationships be-
tween human beings are mediated by good dialogue/
comunication, by a legal and just order, by an equitable 
distribution of goods and by an organization that seeks 
the good of all.
Biblical and theological fundamentals, do not need 
much explanations, because we begin with the affir-
mation that “Justice is a central attribute of God” con-
firmed by biblical texts of the Old and the New Testa-
ments. If we believe in a God who is LOVE, JUSTICE, 
who listens to the cry of his people, we cannot act oth-
erwise. The love and justice of God inspire our actions 
in favor of the lives of others. Justice is a gift from God, 
but also a human task. It is neccessary work because 
the kingdom of God has special values for the lives of 
fullnes for all. Even though this is still a big challenge for 
us, as followers of Jesus, we cannot forget this commit-
ment: “Go, and do the same”...
Another topic was the ecclesiological elements coming 
from the first Christian  community. To speak about the 
Christian community, it is supposed that among them, 
they already lived values that show and teach the king-
dom of God. There is a close link, connection, between 
to believe, pray and act.  The love of God must be lived 
in community. This implies that “together”, we seek hu-
man development and welfare.
The evangelization is connected with the human devel-
optment. In each period of the Church history, prophets 
have arisen, returned this consciousness to all, about the 
unity between “announcing Jesus and practicing jus-
tice;” “announcing Jesus and looking for the full devel-
opment of humanity.”
Several church documents, encyclicals, the social doc-
trine of the Church, including the words and the exam-
ple of Pope Francis, impels us “go, and do the same”. 
These reflections, accompanied by sharing of significant 
experiences, enlightened us and reinforced our commit-
ment and desire to continue working for justice, peace 
and care of the common house, starting with our daily 
practices.—Contributor:  Sr. María Yaneth Moreno R. Salvatorian 
Sister and member of the General Council who has a focus on JPIC

CANONIZATION OF ABP. OSCAR ROMERO

On October 14, several thousands of people gathered in St. 
Peter’s Square for the mass of canonization of seven saints. 
Among them was St. Oscar Romero. In his homily Pope 
Francis praised Oscar Romero for disregarding his own life 

“to be close to the poor and to his 
people.” He was a champion of the 
social concerns of his people and an 
inspiration to the JPIC Promoters.
In 1980, he was shot by a death 
squad while saying mass in the 
Chapel of the Divine Providence 
Hospital. A few days before the 
assassination he had prophesized 
that: “If I am killed, I will rise 
again in the Salvadoran people.”

On this day of canonization, it was obvious with the 
thunderous acclaim when his name was announced, 
that the spirit of Oscar Romero is reborn in his people.

POPE FRANCIS INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER

Synod: That the results of the Synod on Youth will en-
courage more ways to positively impact the lives of youth 
and the life of the Church.
In Service of Peace: That the language of love and dia-
logue may always prevail over the language of conflict.
The video becames available the first Friday of the month.

INTERNATIONAL DAYS

2 November: International Day to End Impunity for 
Crimes against Journalists. Condemns all attacks and 
violence against journalists and media workers, to ensure 
accountability, bring to justice perpetrators of crimes 
against journalists and media workers, and ensure that 
victims have access to appropriate remedies. It further 
calls upon States to promote a safe and enabling en-
vironment for journalists to perform their work inde-
pendently and without undue interference. 
6 November: International Day for Preventing the 
Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed 
Conflict. Action on the environment is part of conflict 
prevention, peacekeeping and peacebuilding strategies—
because there can be no durable peace if the natural 
resources that sustain livelihoods and ecosystems are 
destroyed. 
10 November: World Science Day for Peace and Devel-
opment. Science will be essential to reach many of the 
goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and, thus, to ensure a sustainable future. The theme for 
2018 is “Science, a Human Right”, in celebration of the 
70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (art. 27), and of the recommendation on Science 
and Scientific Researchers. 
16 November: International Day for Tolerance. The 
United Nations has launched a new campaign to pro-
mote tolerance, respect and dignity across the world. 
TOGETHER is a global campaign that aims to reduce 
negative perceptions and attitudes towards refugees and 
migrants, and to strengthen the social contract between 

http://popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/
http://www.un.org/en/events/journalists/
http://www.un.org/en/events/journalists/
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentconflictday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentconflictday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentconflictday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/scienceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/scienceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/
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host countries and communities, and refugees and mi-
grants.
20 November: Universal Children’s Day. Promotes and 
celebrates the rights of children, including the right to 
life, to health, to education and to play, as well as the 
right to family life, to be protected from violence, to not 
be discriminated, and to have their views heard. 
20 November: Africa Industrialization Day. Draws 
attention to the efforts of governments and other organ-
izations in many Africa countries to examine ways to 
stimulate Africa’s economy.
25 November: International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women. Aims to raise public aware-
ness and mobilizing people everywhere to bring about 
change that eliminates violence against women. 
29 November: International Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian People. Reaffirms the commitment to 
support just peace for the people of Israel and Palestine. 
In 1977, the General Assembly called for the annual 
observance on 29 November as the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People.
30 November: Day of Remembrance for all Victims of 
Chemical Warfare. This commemoration will provide 
an opportunity to pay tribute to the victims of chemical 
warfare, as well as to reaffirm the commitment of the 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) to the elimination of the threat of chemical 
weapons, thereby promoting the goals of peace, security, 
and multilateralism. 
2-14 December: Conference of the Parties (COP 24) will 
be held at Katowice, Poland. The purpose of COP 24 is 
to finalize the rules for the implementation of the climate 
change promises under the Paris Agreement. This frame-
work deals with the greenhouse gas emissions and the 
ways to keep global temperature risings to below 2 degrees 
Celsius with efforts to pursue only 1.5 degrees Celsius. 
See Bishops letter of support.

Click here for a listing of the international days for the year. 

JPIC PROMOTERS MEETINGS IN NOVEMBER 

5  November: Core Group meeting, 3pm to 5pm at 
the Fratelli.
6  November:  Integrity of Creation WG, 3pm to 5pm 
at the Fratelli.
7  November: Spanish/Portuguese Promoters Meeting 
9am to 12pm at UISG.
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13 November: Anti-Trafficking WG, 3 pm to 5 pm at 
the Fratelli.
14-17 November: JPIC Promoters Formation Work-
shop with the theme “Building Right Relationships,” 
located at Casa per Ferie Enrico De Osso, Via Val 
Cannuta 134 Roma. Registration is closed for the 
workshop.
17 November: 9:00am to 12:30pm. All JPIC Promot-
ers are invited to welcome new JPIC Promoters and 
share experiences. Andreas Göpfert, M.Afr. has devel-
oped new tools to Practice Nonviolence. His sessions 
have been very enlightening and this one will be very 
enriching as well. Please contact jpicroma@gmail.com, 
if you plan to attend and join the lunch.
22 November: Refugees and Migrants WG, 3pm to 
5pm at the Fratelli.
22 November: Collaboration of Women and Men in 
the Church, 3:30pm to 5:00pm at UISG.
26 November: JPIC Commission Meeting from 9am 
to 12:30pm at UISG. For Commission members 
only.

26 November: ICR at FAO, 3pm to 5pm at the Pas-
sionists.
27 November: Africa Working Group, 3:30pm to 
5:30pm at the Missionaries of Africa.
30 November: Prayer prepared by the Spanish/Portuguese 
Promoters, 7pm to 8 pm at Chiesa San Marcello.

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES
8 November: Africa, Europe, Faith and Justice Net-
work (AEFJN) 2018 Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
at the Generalate of the Missionaries of Africa (Padri 
Bianchi) Via Aurelia 269, Roma from 13:45 to 17:30. 
See the invitation letters in English and French. This 
year they celebrate 30th anniversary of its existence in 
the ministry of advocacy, lobbying and collaboration 
among Religious congregations.
8 November: Conference on “Governing of a com-
mon good: access to drinkable water for all”. A full day 
conference organized by the Dicastery of Promoting 
Integral Human development with the Patronage of 
the Pontifical Urbaniana University. Simultaneous 
translation in English and Italian. Attendance is free, 
but pre-registration is mandatory. For more details, see 
the flyer and the press release in Italian and English. 
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