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On the first day of January, hundreds of people gathered 
for the Peace March from Castel de Sant’ Angelo to the 
Piazza of St. Peter. Spreading the message and promoting 
the needs of Refugees and Migrants, many signs were 
displayed, reminding all of the magnitude of needs of 
those in migration and the receiving countries. This was a 
prayerful procession with singing of the Saint’ Egidio song 
on the call of the Gospel to reach out to the poor. The 
experience concluded with the Angelus and the blessing of 
Pope Francis. He expressed much gratitude for the work 
being done to put into action his message of peace: to wel-
come, protect, promote, and integrate the migrants into 
the life and culture of the countries.

SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE JPIC PROMOTERS 
REFLECT ON THE POPE’S MESSAGE FOR THE 
CELEBRATION OF WORLD DAY OF PEACE

“Migrants and refugees: men and women in search of 
peace...Peace is a profound aspiration for everyone, for each 
individual and all peoples, and especially for those who most 

keenly suffer its absence.”

Pope Francis invites us to embrace, in a spirit of compas-
sion, all those fleeing from war and hunger, or forced by 
discrimination, persecution, poverty, and environmental 
degradation to leave their homelands. He highlighted 
that having “a contemplative gaze” or opening our hearts 
to the suffering of others is not enough; that a concrete 
commitment is required to provide these brothers and 
sisters the chance of living peacefully in a safe home. The 
conflicts and problems resulting from migrations and 
displacements need to be addressed in a responsible and 
coordinated way.
The Pope motivated the group to reflect and to act on 

Editorial: The JPIC Roma activities for the month of January covered in this publication are mainly 
on nonviolence, just peace and migration. With the prayer and roundtable for peace in South Sudan 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo it was clear that without peace there is no integral human de-
velopment, because peace is more than the absence of war: it’s a dignified life, hope in a better future, 
skies open to the horizon of an individual and of his dear ones, especially of the weakest and defenseless 
ones among us. Let us make offering asylum seekers, refugees, migrants and victims of human traffick-
ing an opportunity to find the peace, a priority of our contemplative action. During this season of Lent 
let us reflect on what is ours to do to make this world a better place.
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WORLD DAY OF PEACE MARCH: REFUGEES 
AND MIGRANTS

Group with JPIC Promoters for South Sudan. Inset: Hermana Basiliana Kalemba, 
CMNS from the DRC.

Begona Escrihuela, NSC, Maria Martinez Becares, RSJG and Lila Celina Barrera, 
HTC who prepared all the materials for the meeting.
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four verbs, “four mileposts for action” that require a con-
crete commitment, a responsible and coordinated man-
agement, and a network of solidarity to meet the claims 
and various situations of migrants and refugees, while 
ensuring their rights. Everyone can do something in this 
respect. 
The Pope invites us to implement a strategy combining 
four actions:
�� Welcoming: in Christian language, it means to 

show hospitality and it calls for expanding legal 
pathways for entry in destination countries, thus 
avoiding the risk of human trafficking.

�� Protecting: for Christians, it is to act with our 
neighbor as God does with each of us; to take care 
of life and human dignity; and to protect the rights 
of the migrants, preventing new forms of exploita-
tion, especially of women, young people, and chil-
dren.

�� Promoting: to support the integral human devel-
opment of migrants and refugees, ensuring them 
access to decent living conditions and to core 
services such as health, education, and housing. 
To cultivate and realize their potential (capacities, 
skills and abilities), in order to better equip them 
to encounter others in a spirit of fraternal and in-
tercultural dialogue.

�� Integrating: to feel part of a universal family in a 
common home, allowing refugees and migrants to 
participate fully in the life of the society that wel-
comes them, as part of a process of mutual enrich-
ment and fruitful cooperation in service of the in-
tegral human development of the local community.

These four verbs and concrete actions are further sup-
ported by the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development through a strategic plan set out in 20 
Action Points. The objective of this plan is to support 
the development in each country of a clear policy on the 
promotion of migrants and refugees’ dignity in order to 
protect and guarantee their rights as well as to help them 
in the observance of their duties under intercultural re-
lationships of dialogue, respect, recognition, and human 
development. 

The focus on refugees and migrants culminated with the 
prayer service at Chiesa San Marcello, highlighting the 
experience of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt and 
those of the refugees and migrants of today. In prayer, 
promoters sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit as to 
what they would do as upon meeting the face of Christ 
in those struggling today with the challenges of migra-
tion.  They prayed for the receiving communities, these 
uprooted families and for the peaceful resolutions to the 
root causes of the many areas of conflicts in our world 
today.— Contributor: Maria Yaneth, SDS, General Councilor of the 
Salvatorians, member of the Spanish and Portuguese JPIC Promoters 
and a member of the JPIC Commission of USG-UISG

Online resources in Spanish for Peace Message on “Refu-
gees and Migrants” 

BUILDING PEACE TOGETHER: ROUND TABLE 
DIALOGUE FOR SOUTH SUDAN AND 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

The support of the community of Rome was very clear 
when nearly 400 people filled the Aula Magna room of 
the Pontifical University of the Urbaniana for this impor-
tant dialogue. The event was hosted by the Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development and took 
place on January 18, 2018 from 4pm – 7pm, followed by 
a reception. Cardinal Peter Turkson, Prefect of the Dicast-
ery, opened the Dialogue with a prayer for peace. He said 
that we are striving to be a common family just as God 
desired from the beginning. He prayed that the seeds of 
peace might be sown in us all.
The program consisted of a range of speakers who were 
well informed about the reality of both countries. 

Back: Cardinal Peter Turkson and Fr. Bernard Ugeaux, M.Afr. Front: Bishop 
Paolo Lojudice, Fr. Maurice Ibiko and Archbishop Marcel Utembi and 
Fr. Jerome Paluko, OCD and Sr. Angeline Dakouo, CMT.Anabelle Céspedes of the Hermanas Terciarias Capuchinas de la Sagrada Familia.

https://migrants-refugees.va/20-action-points 
https://migrants-refugees.va/20-action-points 
https://www.jpicroma.org/spanish-resources
https://www.jpicroma.org/spanish-resources
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South Sudan
Sr. Yudith Pereira Rico (Associate Executive Director 
responsible for the office of Solidarity for South Sudan 
in Rome), presented a video in which young people in 
South Sudan voiced their hope for peace and education.
Sr. Orla Treacy IBVM, Principal of Loreto Secondary 
School in Rumbek, South Sudan, spoke of the chal-
lenges for girls, especially in the issue of forced mar-
riage. She spoke of the courage she draws from the say-
ing of her foundress, “Love and speak the truth” and of 
her learning that change happens one step at a time.
Father Maurice Ibiko spoke on behalf of Bishop Eduardo 
Hiiboro Kussala, Head of the Sudan Catholic Bishops 
Conference. He outlined pastoral initiatives in South Su-
dan to help bring about healing and reconciliation. 
Professor Giovanni Flick spoke of the ‘tragedy of South 
Sudan’ in terms of the relationships between individuals 
and power. He presented the perspective of constitution-
al law to ensure the basic rights and duties of people.

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Sr. Sheila Kinsey, FCJM, introduced the video on the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) which doc-
umented the struggles and hopes of the people to bring 
about peace in their country. 
Father Bernard Ugeux, M.Afr. has lived in the DRC since 
1971 and runs a project for victims who have been abused 
by violence. He said the Church is able to do something 
because of the trust on the ground for religious men and 
women. He also shared initiatives to care for victims as well 
as initiatives to take action against perpetrators. 
Archbishop Marcel Utembi Tapa of Kisangani, President of 
the National Episcopal Conference of the Catholic Church 
of the Congo, champions nonviolence and reconciliation in 
his country but spoke of the challenges of promoting peace 
and taking a stand. He noted that good peacebuilding de-
pends on the commitment of all stakeholders. He shared 
an awareness-raising campaign for forgiveness and reconcil-
iation which includes bell-ringing in churches at the same 
time each day, novenas, marches, and ongoing nonviolent 
protest. In reality, he noted, the campaigning comes at a 
cost for the people as they are exhausted by the pressure of 
their situation; an important action is an independent en-
quiry into atrocities committed in the DRC.
Professor Jane Adolphe from the Vatican Secretariat of State 
(Relations with States), whose presentation on ‘International 
Law in Decisions to Promote Human Rights’, highlighted 
the fact that sexual violence is a war crime. She quoted the 
debate opened by the Holy See and the United Nations of 
2016 which stated that women are agents of peace and yet 
also victims of violence. She emphasized that women are 
“teachers of peace” and that authentic peace is not achieved 
only by a transferal of structures. 
In his Closing Remarks, Cardinal Turkson identified the 
increased awareness of the pain and sorrow being experi-

enced by the people of South Sudan and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, as well as the strength and hope. 
He gave a summary of the intentions and stories for the 
evening of “how to be persons committed to personal 
peace, how to live in peace engaging in dialogue, being 
forgiving and practicing nonviolence, and how to sustain 
peace through our decisions and relationships.” He shared 
his encouragement in knowing that the dialogue will con-
tinue, and networking will be established as our stories 
continue to be told together. Cardinal Turkson then invit-
ed all present to make a commitment to this future action 
with the following intention: 

“Moved by the spirit and dedication of the prayer 
with Pope Francis and with the Round Table Di-
alogues, we commit to “Building Peace Together” 
through prayer and action with the people in 
South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Rome, and the Vatican.” Participants were 
invited to respond with “Amen.”

As a symbol of our solidarity with the people of South Su-
dan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Bishop 
Paolo Lojudice was invited to come forward to present two 
statues of our Blessed Mother as he stated the following:

“The Holy Father, with the concluding blessing 
at the November 2017 prayer service at St. Peter’s 
Basilica, also blessed two statues of the Blessed 
Virgin, which will be brought to South Sudan and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as a sign 
of fraternity and of mutual commitment to peace, 
with the help of the Holy Mother of God. This is 
a copy of Our Lady of Valmi in Spain, meaning 
Our Lady of Help, as we are all confident that Our 
Lady will help us to build peace, especially in these 
two countries.
We, the bishops, priests, religious and laity of Rome, 
along with Pope Francis, present to both the repre-
sentatives of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Archbishop Utembi, and of South Sudan, Fr. Mau-
rice Ibiko, these statues of the Blessed Mother, Our 
Lady of Help, Our Mother of Peace, Mother of Good 
Counsel, Virgin most Merciful, Mirror of Justice, 
and Comforter. Please accept these statues as signs of 
our commitment to be in prayer and action for your 
countries from the people of Rome.”

In St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis blesses the statues of the Blessed Virgin at the 
November prayer service for peace in South Sudan and DR Congo.
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zon Region in Rome in October 2019 addresses these 
rights as well as the crisis of the rainforest.

As author Sarah Dupont says with 
heartfelt compassion: “I pray that 
we will be able to use the new 
film to create awareness and drive 
support for those working on the 
ground. It is heartbreaking to 
watch the destruction of the for-
ests, and to witness the hardships 

of those that are working in the mines. Those young 
men could be my son. There is hope, however, solu-
tions we need to keep moving forward in an organized, 
ethical and effective manner. The Catholic Church is 
very important to this cause.”
The documentary will also feature a program which will 
formulate and regulate zones for mining, and would cre-
ate a healthier working and living environment. 
We are grateful to the Amazon Aid Foundation for the 
development and our use of the following materials: 
Tráiler Oficial Español (Rio de Oro); Official Trailer in 
English (River of Gold); Mercury Uprising [EN] and 
Mercury Uprising [ES] for more information on the 
use of mercury in mining gold; Anthem for the Ama-
zon music video produced with scientists and teachers 
for the classroom—the curriculum for this piece will 
be available the end of March; Anthem for the Ama-
zon lyric video. 

PLANNING FOR THE SEASON OF CREATION

On January 24, meetings were held in Assisi and Gubbio 
to discuss the September 2nd celebration of the beginning 
of the Season of Creation which extends from Septem-
ber 1 to October 4. The event would be hosted by the 
Global Catholic Climate Movement, the World Council 
of Churches, the dioceses of Assisi and Gubbio, Instituto 
Serafico, and the JPIC Commission of USG-UISG. With 
pilgrimage as the theme, this will also be a sending forth of 
the pilgrims on their journey to Poland for COP 24.
Pope Francis, Patriarch Bartholomew, and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury Justin Whitby are anticipated 
to preside over the ecumenical service. There is much 
enthusiasm for the experience. 

RIO DE ORO VIEWING

The JPIC Secretariat responded to an invitation from 
the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Devel-
opment to review a documentary Rio de Oro or River 
of Gold which was filmed in the Peruvian Amazon, in 
an area which was once was virgin rainforest. The film 
depicts the illegal gold mining that is contributing to 
the destruction of the Amazon, carried out with the 
involvement of organized crime.
The film exhibits incredible filming that depicts the 
extracting of areas of the land and the pollution of the 
water with mercury that is being used to extract the 
gold. The use of mercury has detrimental effects to the 
diverse ecosystem of the rainforest as well as being ex-
tremely harmful to the human nervous system. 
There is an urgency to confront the rapid devastation of the 
Amazon; in considering the size of this area, it is equivalent 
to the ninth largest country and is the largest piece of con-
tiguous rainforest left on the planet. At the current rate of 
destruction, it will be eliminated in 40 years. This especially 
impacts the indigenous people of this region. 
Pope Francis is particularly concerned with the rights 
and needs of the indigenous peoples… the special 
assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Ama-

The event ended with the singing of Salve Regina, led by 
the DRC Choir Bondeko.

The Round Table brought several key peacemaking 
themes into focus: the importance of dialogue for ac-
tion; that nonviolence is not just a rhetoric against war 
but about the dignity of others; the key to good dia-
logue is always relationship; the reach of the Church is 
not to be underestimated; the rule of law and the law 
of the church must work together to promote peace; 
that all are urged to pursue reconciliation in order to 
achieve peace. The words of Pope Paul VI summarized 
the aim of the Round table: “Development is not possible 
without peace.” (Populorum Progressio)
This event was planned and coordinated through the 
JPIC Secretariat and Solidarity with South Sudan; both 
members of USG-UISG. Materials will be available on 
the websites of www.jpicroma.org and www.solidaritys-
sudan.org for future reflections. Eighty-five persons have 
signed up to participate in networking for both coun-
tries. Solidarity with South Sudan will coordinate with 
those who will be networking with South Sudan and the 
JPIC Secretariat with those who will be networking with 
DRC. We pray to be open to the Spirit in guiding these 
meetings and in helping us determine how we can be of 
ongoing support to the persons in these two countries. 
Collaboration began immediatedly after the discus-
sions.—Contributor: Anne Corry RSCJ, International Society of the 
Religious of the Sacred Heart JPIC Coordinator

The presentations are available online at the JPIC 
ROMA website. 

President Francesca Di Maolo, of the Istituto Serafico and Director of the JPIC 
Commission in the Assisi Diocese; Matteo Adresini Director of the JPIC Social 
Problems and Work for the Gubbio Diocese, Bishop Luciano Paolucci Bedini of 
the Gubbio Diocese, Sr. Sheila Kinsey, FCJM, JPIC Secretariat, Executive Director 
Tomas Insua of the Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) and Cecilia 
Dall’Oglio of the European Programs Manager of GCCM.

 http://amazonaid.org/
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxemYMGUvgg
https://vimeo.com/157750140
https://vimeo.com/157750140
https://vimeo.com/user13869091/review/125274209/b717c42e75
https://vimeo.com/user13869091/review/125274210/a484aaa23b
https://vimeo.com/127296686 
https://vimeo.com/127296686 
https://vimeo.com/143037688
https://vimeo.com/143037688
http://www.jpicroma.org
http://www.solidarityssudan.org
http://www.solidarityssudan.org
https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/01/27/Building-Peace-Together-in-S-Sudan-DR-Congo
https://www.jpicroma.org/single-post/2018/01/27/Building-Peace-Together-in-S-Sudan-DR-Congo
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FEBRUARY JPIC PROMOTERS MEETINGS

3 February—Prayer Vigil at 4:30 pm and Mass 
at 5:30 pm at San Giovanni Laterano. This is to 
celebrate the feast of St. Josephine Bakhita (Feb. 
8) the Patron Saint of human trafficking victims. 
www.preghieracontrotratta.org
5 February—English Promoters CORE Meeting 
from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli.
6 February—Integrity of Creation Working Group 
(ICWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli. 
7 February—Spanish and Portuguese JPIC Pro-
moters Meeting, “JPIC and truth, justice; restora-
tive justice” from 9 am to 12 pm at UISG. 
7 February—Refugees and Migrants Working 
Group (RMWG) visiting Scalabrini 634 for infor-
mation on their program at 4 pm.
13 February—Anti-trafficking Working Group 
(ATWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli. 
13 February—Africa Working Group (AFW) 
from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm at the Missionaries of 
Africa Curia
20 February—ICR at FAO from 3 pm to 5 pm 
in the Office at the Passionists.  
21 February—English JPIC Promoters Meeting 
will be hosted by Collaboration Working Group, 
on the theme Right relationship between men 
and women in the Church and society. You are 
invited to join in the discussion as we explore gen-
der justice, the teaching of the church, political 
overtones, religious formation programs, and the 
synod of the youth.
23 February—Prayer “JPIC and truth, justice; 
restorative justice” from 7 pm to 8 pm at San 
Marcello. Prepared by the Spanish and Portuguese 
JPIC Promoters.

SAVE THE DATE

24 March 2018—You are invited to take part in 
the Stations of the Cross Prayer March, organized 
by the JPIC Commission on the theme of Refu-
gees and migrants men and women in search of 
peace. At the end of the March a Eucharistic cele-
bration in memorial of Bl. Oscar Romero will be 
held in S. Maria della Luce Church in Trastevere. 
More information coming soon.
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FEBRUARY INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS

1-28 February—Say “No” to Corruption. That 
those who have material, political, or spiritual 
power may resist any lure of corruption. A video 
of the intention becomes available the first Friday 
of the month.
2 February—World Day for Consecrated Life a 
5:30 pm mass in St. Peter’s Basilica.

11 February—The World Day of the Sick. The 
theme for this year’s Day of the Sick is provided 
by the words that Jesus spoke from the Cross to 
Mary, his Mother, and to John: “Woman, behold 
your son ... Behold your mother. And from that 
hour the disciple took her into his home.” (Jn 
19:26-27)  Click here for the message from Pope 
Francis. 
14 February—Ash Wednesday. The message 
of Pope Francis has the theme: “Because of the 
increase of iniquity, the love of many will grow 
cold.” (Mt 24: 12) 

INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF OBSERVANCE  
IN FEBRUARY

6 February—International Day of Zero Tolerance 
for Female Genital Mutilation(FGM). “The 
sustainable Development Goals contain a specific 
target calling for an end to FGM. When this 
practice is fully abandoned, positive effects will 
reverberate across societies as girls and women 
reclaim their health human rights and vast 
potential.”—UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon 

20 February—World Day of Social Justice which 
supports efforts of the international community in 
poverty eradication, the promotion of full employ-
ment and decent work, gender equity, and access to 
social well-being and justice for all. 

Click here for a listing of the international days for 
the year. 

LENT RESOURCES

Pax Christi Lent eBooklet: Go Forth & Live in Peace

Education for Justice: A Journey of Healing and Recon-
ciliation Through Restorative Justice

https://thepopevideo.org/
 https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/sick/documents/papa-francesco_20171126_giornata-malato.html
 https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/sick/documents/papa-francesco_20171126_giornata-malato.html
http://www.majodi.org/v4/index.php/letters/875-2018-lenten-message-of-his-holiness-pope-francis
http://www.majodi.org/v4/index.php/letters/875-2018-lenten-message-of-his-holiness-pope-francis
http://www.majodi.org/v4/index.php/letters/875-2018-lenten-message-of-his-holiness-pope-francis
http://www.majodi.org/v4/index.php/letters/875-2018-lenten-message-of-his-holiness-pope-francis
http://www.un.org/en/events/femalegenitalmutilationday/index.shtml 
http://www.un.org/en/events/femalegenitalmutilationday/index.shtml 
http:// www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/
http://paxchristiusa.3dcartstores.com/LENT-BOOKLET_c_21.html
https://educationforjustice.org/resources/journey-healing-and-reconciliation-through-restorative-justice
https://educationforjustice.org/resources/journey-healing-and-reconciliation-through-restorative-justice

