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EDITORIAL: During the celebration of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, we reflect on  what it means to 
live the presence of God in our world. For Jesus it was always about promoting God’s life. We can witness to our 
work of justice, peace and care for the integrity of creation as we enter into the pascal mystery of the pain, suffer-
ing and joys in the lives of others. In this March issue of Newsbrief we highlight the commitment of so many who 
share God’s saving mercy by their lives of prayer, study and action to promote sustainable developments and be 
persons of nonviolence and peace.
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CROSS CULTURE INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATION FOUNDER VISITS JPIC 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE

On February 23, Pastor Alec Bvumburah, Founder/
chairman of Cross Culture International Foundation 
(CCIF) Malta, a Christian based NGO, met with 
the JPIC Office to discuss his work in Zimbabwe. He 
described his efforts to establish a national NGO in 
Zimbabwe due to the fact that he could not open an 
office under CCIF Malta, but Cross Culture Foun-
dation Zimbabwe. As a citizen of Zimbabwe, Pastor 
Bvumburah will be able to work with Cross Culture 
Foundation in Zimbabwe (CCFZ) in influencing the 
direction of how Zimbabwe handles the problem of 
human trafficking that is caused by the high level of 
poverty and unemployment.  
Rev. Bvumburah talked about their efforts to pre-
vent the trafficking of human persons through the 
development of employment opportunities, creative 
entrepreneurial skills training and setting up and sup-
porting small scale projects. This, he pointed out, will 
help curb the vulnerability of the marginalized and 
impoverished to traffickers and persons aiding human 
trafficking. He mentioned that it is known that bor-
der ports with neighboring countries used by haulage 
tracks have offered lucrative business to the traffickers. 

His organization CCFZ focuses on the following areas:
�� Awareness work through ‘Project Stop’ involving 

public discussions, conferences, talks, outreach work 
and the development of a hotline.

�� Advocacy that promotes the creation of robust laws 
and regulations that ensures that traffickers and 
those aiding trafficking are prosecuted and that 
aligns local laws with UN Protocols for human 
rights and anti-human trafficking.

�� Training and Education, that targets schools, col-
leges, the border control staff, Immigration, the 
police, frontline staff and members of the public. 
Companies are able to book speakers that will talk 
to them about anti-trafficking. 

�� Capacity building projects based on the use of nat-
ural resources in the country. The education and 
training develops vocational work skills. This in-
cludes work with land distribution and agricultural 
products. Cottage industries are developed for vari-
ous craft items and other products from the home. 
There is the promotion of creative entrepreneur 
skills and talent such as music, art, and poetry. Such 
capacity building workshops take place in Malta and 
the winners receive the tools necessary to do their 
work. In addition, persons are being trained to de-
velop solar panels and to become graphic designers.

�� Restoration of victims.  CCFZ will also work with 
victims of human trafficking giving them all the 
help they need to lead a normal life. They plan 
to give skills they need to make a living and to be 
able to integrate back into the society and also help 
fight stigmatization

The vision of the Church of Hope is being the differ-
ence through a church that is not peripheral to the 
world and living the Christian faith practically by 

LINKS: Click underlined blue text to open a link or copy and paste the url on your browser window

Sheila Kinsey, FCJM, Pastor Alec Bvumburah and Felix Mushambozi, CPPS.
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helping people in need and captivity. Needless to say, 
this was a very engaging ecumenical discussion on our 
Gospel work in the world. 
For more information on the Cross Culture Interna-
tional Foundation, visit www.ccifmt.org, http://www.
hopechurchmalta.com/, https://www.facebook.com/
ccifmt/?fref=ts, https://www.facebook.com/Project-
stop-1774370692796662/?fref=ts.

PROGRESS IN KENYA WITH SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT IN A RURAL AREA

Bernard Isanda, CFM, a former International JPIC Co-
ordinator in Rome, was very active in the Refugees and 
Migrants Working Group. He has recently been asked 
by his congregation to help prevent the migration of 
persons from rural Kenya to the cities. Here is the 
sharing of Bernard as he responds to this call from his 
congregational leadership. 
My arrival in Kisii-Kenya from Rome on 25th February 
has been a great joy to me, my family, friends and above 
all Gachuba Community Self Help Group (GACO-
DEP) members.  We are going beyond words to actions 
and, in particular, to ensuring availabile and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all. Together 
with GACODEP members we have constructed a base 
for the water tank and now all of us are working towards 
raising funds for a 24,000 litres tank.  Wasted rain water 
as well as ground water will be harvested. Using pipes, 

water will be supplied to nearby homes for domestic 
and agricultural use. This will be good news indeed to 
GACODEP for its ponds, poultry, cattle and farm use.
Since the area isn’t connected with electricity and may 
take longer to do so, work needs to be done. With the 
members of GACODEP and other well wishers, we 
have managed to raise funds, purchase and install a 
200w solar panel, battery and inverter which is func-
tioning very well. It is very helpful to many for lighting, 
charging mobile phones, playing radio for news, hair 
cutting and operating a computer and a typewriter. This 
is improving the skills of the people in the area who oth-
erwise may not have access to such skills outside their 
community because they are expensive. We hope to also 
be counted among those working to ensure access to af-
fordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 
which we are progressively working on!

Another action taken within this short time is that of 
working closely with one family to purchase two young 
bulls. When they are raised and sold, this will improve 
both their source of income and livelihood.  
Working with people from a distance is very different 
from being in contact with them; because being with 
the people has given me a different perspective of 
reality, attitude, understanding and has enriched my 
experience! I hope that through my Insertion method 
of theological reflection, planning and action with 
the people, especially the poor, will bring about better 
fields, better homes, and better hearts for all!
Bernard Isanda, CMM

NONVIOLENCE AND CARE OF OUR 
COMMON HOME

The theme of the February meeting of the Spanish and 
Portuguese JPIC Promoters was “Nonviolence and 
Care of Our Common Home. “
Carmen Elisa Bandeo, SSpS and Filomena Mecabo, 
CIC  integrated the experience of prayer and reflection 
as they focused on the inter-relationship between cre-
ation and the human person. Through Scripture, Sr. 
Filomena invited the participants to be aware of how 
our Creator endows humanity with his eternal love by 
gifting us with the Earth. “Care of the Earth, our com-200 W solar panel on the house above with a bulb.

Bernard Isanda, CMM sitting on the base for a water tank.

Family Member giving water to two bulls received.
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mon home, is based on the presupposition of the care 
of the human person and our relationships. It comes 
from the depths of our being. It is here that the force 
of transformation begins, placing us in the process of 
contemplation, care, tenderness, compassion,” she said. 
Both presenters shared their reflections. Sr. Carmen’s 
reflection was based on the speech given by the Presi-
dent of Uruguay Jose’Mujica during the Conference of 
the Partners (COP) 20 in Rio De Janeiro 2012 on sus-
tainable development and globalization. The center of 
his attention was on how our current model of market 
economy brings the human race to destroy nature and 
thus destroy ourselves. President Mujica called world 
leaders to their responsibility to change this political 
economy.
The second reflection given by Sr. Filomena concerned 
the relationship indigenous Yanomami people have 
with nature, which is basically that of communion. 
Living in solidarity, these people use what is necessary 
without monopolizing land, forest, waters or anything 
else.  Their relationship with nature is extremely im-
portant and they treasure and value their connection 
with it. We can say that the relationship of the human 
being with nature today has a special importance; 
abuse of nature is violence to this interrelationship.
Rich table discussion focused on two questions: What 
brings us pain today? And what brings us pain as con-
secrated people? The following reflections shared by the 
participants, encouraged a deeper level of commitment 
by religious in painful situations:
�� Solidarity is another name for care for our com-

mon home, which is part of our religious vow of 
poverty; it hurts when we continue to say mere 
words which don’t touch our daily lifestyle.

�� Lack of profound commitment to change our real 
life; we continue to be involved with consumer-
ism—having a lot but not really happy/satisfied.

�� Lack of authentic compassion with the poor, mar-
ginalized, those who are victims of unjust struc-

tures; lack of dedication to people to whom we are 
consecrated.

�� The political corruption hurts; multinationals 
advancing exploitation of the poor also hurts; vi-
olence and wars create an interminable chain of 
suffering to vulnerable people.

�� The domestication of religious life also hurts when 
consecrated people fail to live out what Jesus calls 
them to live—by lukewarm life;

�� We need prophetic voice and mystical vision.
Resources: YouTube video—https://youtu.be/jgn2D-
vm4nV4.

STIRRING THE WATERS—MAKING THE 
IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE

March 8th International Women’s Day was celebrated 
in a special way with the Voices of Faith. The theme—
World Day of Peace Message—Nonviolence: a Style 
of Politics for Peace emphasized the contributions 
women are making as builders of peace. Chantal M. 
Götz, the Managing Director of the Fidel Götz Foun-
dation & Voices of Faith, coordinated the planning of 
this very inspirational event. The women presenters  
radiated passion, energy, and leadership in promoting 
nonviolence and being builders of peace. Their stories 
gave evidence of the positive influence women can 
have at the negotiation table to resolve conflicts. The 
program was divided into three parts. The first part, 
honored the influence as Voices of Faith from All Over 
the World Story Tell: What Love Can do—Women 
as Peacemakers. The second part had a very interac-
tive panel discussion with three effective leaders for 
peace—Sr. Simone Campbell, Executive Director of 
NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice, USA; 
Flavia Agnes—Women’s rights lawyer and co-found-
er of the Majlis Legal Center; and Scilla Elworthy 
PHD—Founder of the Oxford Research Group, Peace 
Direct and Rising Women, Rising World, UK. Kerry 
Alys Robinson facilitated the sharing. 
The third part honored the Women Sowers of Devel-
opment Prize 2017. Marie Dennis gave the Laudatio. 
She spoke of the global efforts to promote nonviolence 
and establish peace by transforming conflict through 
active nonviolence. She gave various stories of persons 
who participated in the April landmark conference 
on Nonviolence and Just Peace and whose courageous 
stories continue to inspire the work of Pax Christi In-

Front table: Ascension Redondo, Maria Luisa Garcia both Claretian Missionary 
Sisters and Maria Yaneth Moreno, SDS. Back table: Carmen Elisa Bandeo, SSpS and 
Maria Filomena Mecabo, CIC.

Scilla Elworthy, Flavia Agnes, Kerry Alys Robinson and Simone Campbell, SSS.
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ternational and the work of the Catholic Nonviolence 
Initiative. Ms. Dennis also presented the awards to the 
peacebuilders honored that day.
The day was also sponsored by Caritas Internationalis 
and Jesuit Refugee Services. For more information and 
a video of the dayhttp://voicesoffaith.org/event/pro-
gram/. For updates on the Catholic Nonviolence Initi-
ative, go to https://nonviolencejustpeace.net/.

REACHING OUT IN THE NEW FRONTIER

The focus of the February meeting of the English JPIC 
Promoters group was to consider plans for the next year. 
What do we want to do? How and why do we want to 
do it? What has the experience of this year taught us? 
Our session began with the prayer ‘A Future Not Our 
Own’, and this being the month when his legacy is 
specially remembered, a reflection on the life and work 
of Blessed Oscar Romero. The topic for our meeting 
was introduced by watching a segment of a TED Talk. 
The talk featured Yuval Noah Harari who said that 
humans like to think in ‘story’ but in 2016, a large 
segment of the western world stopped believing in the 
story of globalizing the economy and liberalizing pol-
itics. He made the point that commitment to a global 
response is needed for the big issues facing us, and that 
a national response is not going to provide adequate 
solutions. One example he gave was the issue of cli-
mate change. (The interview is available on You Tube: 
Global and National Divide in Politics) Some of the 
follow-up comments included the need for meaning 
and purpose in this perspective and the need to enter 
into dialogue with Islam.
From this starting point we turned to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which the United Na-
tions has developed as an agenda to be met by 2030. 
The SDGs offer a future-oriented vision. They call on 
the international community to take responsibility 
for humankind and the planet. The SDG’s provide a 
framework and a language for JPIC promoters to look 
ahead into the next year. The goals are related to the 
same issues as our JPIC mission. 

Anne Corry, RSCJ and Ken Thesing, MM shared briefly 
their reflections on the SDGs and relevant Catho-
lic social thought from the perspective of two of the 
JPIC working groups, Refugees and Migrants and In-
ter-Congregational Religious at FAO. They also spoke 

about the spiritual basis underlying this activity. Ken’s 
reflection is available in an attachment on jpicroma.
org. Anne shared a resource that can be accessed on the 
internet under the heading Modern Catholic Social 
Teaching on Immigration: Notable Quotes. It is pro-
duced by:  Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.’
In our table discussion we looked at our role as pro-
phetic voices in the frontiers. We were asked :
�� How can we unite with a clear voice? 
�� How can we encourage creativity in our working 

groups? 
�� How do the working groups see themselves moving 

forward with the See-Judge-Act process?
To address the topic of future planning, we were asked 
to identify four compelling themes from the SDGs and 
to note how they are interconnected. By June we will 
reduce these themes to two which will give us our fo-
cus for the coming year.
Each group responded. Their answers to the questions 
above included some suggestions:
�� Migration is a big contemporary issue for our 

world. The SDGs do not name this issue very much 
but they address the root causes of migration.

�� The issue of Climate change is questioned by some 
powerful political leaders, so we need to commit 
ourselves even more strongly to this concern.

�� Water is a growing issue of concern
�� Laudato Si is a spiritual source for all the issues of 

the SDGs
�� JPIC working groups need to continue to seek in-

terconnections and integration.
�� The importance of linking our goals with the Holy 

See
�� The suggestion to provide something material from 

our work such as publication
�� The need to speak with a positive clear voice rather 

than from a combative position which can stop the 
conversation

�� To ask what added value the working groups bring
�� The need to work with the grassroots
�� The possibility of working from SDG themes more 

than from working group issues
�� How to promote a JPIC lifestyle

Anne Corry, RSCJ and Ken Thesing, MM

Benedict Ayodi, OFM, Cap, Partick De Poorter, JPIC committee member for Broth-
ers of Christian Charity (FC), David Reid, SSCC and Lester Kaehler, SM.
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�� The decision to use peacebuilding and conflict res-
olution themes as a tool for addressing important 
JPIC issues

�� To continue the presentation of working groups as 
tools for animation and the connections with the 
JPIC Commission—or those who are more recent in 
these roles. The turnover of JPIC promoters means 
that the acquired knowledge is sometimes lost.

�� A key issue from the SDGs is Goal 1—to end pov-
erty in all its forms. This impinges on most of the 
working groups. It is a challenge to develop soli-
darity amongst our groups

�� It is important to involve all our members in re-
flection.

Reaching Out in the New Frontier PPT on future 
plans (http://www.jpicroma.org/annual-planning)
Contributor: Anne Corry, RSCJ, International JPIC Coordinator of RSCJ.

NONVIOLENCE: A STYLE OF POLITICS FOR PEACE

As this news is being written, 27 heads of the sovereign 
states of European Union (EU) are in Rome on March 
25, 2017 to commemorate the 60th year of the Rome 
Treaties on the Functioning of the European Union 
European Union(EU), which has created prosperity 
for people of Europe and the creation of the European 
Atomic Energy Community (Euratom), which has pre-
vented the nuclear war are born of The Schuman Plan. 
The role of the Vatican in building the present Europe 
is immense. 

The existence of the EU 
vouches the belief of Dr. 
Maryann Cusimano Love, 
from The Catholic Univer-
sity of America, Washington 
that, ‘just peace is practical 
and in fact, peace is break-
ing out in the regions where 
wars were breaking out’. Dr. 
Cusimano presented a paper 
on just peace principles and 
practice in the seminar on 
Non violence: a style of pol-

itics for peace, co-sponsored 
by JPIC Commission of USIG  long with the Universi-
ties of Gregoriana and Angelicum, on March 18, 2017 at 
Fratelli, Via Aurelia 
The world with its 7 billion people, 8 000 nations, 193 
sovereign states is becoming increasingly peaceful. In 
the last 25 years there are no nuclear wars and navel 
battles. The conflicts are restricted to certain zones like 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Democratic 
Republic of Congo etc. The peace is made possible 
because of the hard work of the peace building institu-
tions such as UN, UNHCR, NATO, EU, Pax Christi 
International, Caritas Internationalis and the Dicastery 

for Integral Human Development. The belief that non-
violence is unpractical is being falsified.
Jesus becomes a guide for the nonviolent peace prac-
tices. He was born in war zone, had to flee to Egypt 
to escape genocide by Herod; lived there as refugee; 
on returning to Judea the home country, fearing the 
Archelaus, moved to Nazareth in Galilee and lived 
there as Internally Displaced People(IDP). He was 
tortured and killed by combating civil war groups and 
foreign occupying military forces.  In these contexts, 
Jesus practiced nonviolence. He promoted reconcilia-
tion, did healing among war torn- traumatized people 
and worked for restoration of right relationship.  As a 
catholic peace promotor Dr. Cusimano proposes the 
following criteria for peace to be just:
1. Right relationship: It implies the web of respectful 

relationship with the hierarchy, with the perpetra-
tors of violence, among the various ethnic- linguis-
tic groups. 

2. Restoration: This is compared to resurrection. As 
Jesus ordered Talita koum ( rise up little girl)  hu-
man and social infrastructures have to be built up 
through means like  trauma healing, peace educa-
tion, citizenship rights, land reform etc. 

3. Reconciliation: It is not the meeting of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Mother Teresa, but those with blood 
smeared hands are engaged in dialogue and lis-
tening. Victims can not be forced to forgive. The 
wounds of war between social groups, as it hap-
pened in Rwanda begins, with the parish level and 
expands using the means like investigation of viola-
tions, establishment of Truth commissions, tending 
of public apologies etc. 

�� 4. Sustainability: Another one cycle of violence is 
enough to erase the many years of peace initiatives. 
So, to make the peace sustainable, social institu-
tions, as proposed by Laudato Si, are needed at the 
levels of personal, social systems and culture. So 
that peace continues to grow, not only among the 
humans, but also with nature. It is known that the 
impact of climate change and resource conflict do 
become cause for social conflicts. 

Fr. Paulinus C. Nweke from 
Gregorian University, Rome 
while responding to the pres-
entation of Dr. Cusimano 
said that the religious peace 
builders are active in the mi-
cro level. They do the works 
of of Christian charity among 
the grass root people. Also the 
Church is engaged with Elite 
through high level talks, con-
ferences, symposia etc. Today 
most of the conflicts in the 

world are intra-state conflicts (civil wars) due to the 

Dr. Maryann Cusimano Love

Fr. Paulinus C. Nweke.
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lack of just- participative political institutions. So for 
building peace architecture we have to engage in creat-
ing political institutions that are just, inclusive, repre-
sentative and legitimate. We have to be actively present 
in this messo level (Cusimano calls this as missing 
middle). The pastoral agents, specially women, have 
to be trained for this type of political participation. It 
through this the institutionalization of Christian chari-
ty gets shaped. This is mandatory in order to make non 
violence as style of politics. 

Fr.  Alejandro Crosthwaite, 
OP from Pontifical University 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, while 
responding to the presentation 
of Dr. Cusimano, observed 
that the Church’s teaching on 
peace building has always been 
paradoxical. He has quoted 
from the time of St. Ambrose 
until Pope Francis to show that 
while condemning the use of 
violence, Church does affirm 
the governments’ right to use 
arms towards legitimate de-

fense of the vulnerable citizens. The Catholic Church 
following the the nonviolent example of Jesus, has ad-
vocated Gospel of compassion, inclusion, forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and creation of communities of love, 
justice, and solidarity. At the same time, it affirms the 
use of force for the humanitarian purposes. Just war 
theory has been in limelight over the just peace prac-
tice. Fr. Alejandro opines that the Magisterium should 
consider the peace building as the first, distinctive, and 
most important role of the Church; validating violence 
need not be a part of the Church’s mission, nor of pa-
pal leadership.
The seminar has given the conviction that peace is 
breaking out. This is caused, not by wars, but by na-
tional and transnational just political institutions. The 
contribution of Catholic Church in the spread of peace 
is praise worthy. To further the peace mission, the 
Church has to prepare the people to work at the level 
of missing middle where the political institutions are 
framed. As religious peace promotors we have to aim 
towards achieving a Copernican shift from Just war to 
Just peace. 
For further reflection: Dr. Love’s presentation at 
the United Nations https://nonviolencejustpeace.
net/2017/02/28/un-event-march-2-nonviolence-a-style-
of-politics-for-peace/ and her forthcoming book, Mo-
rality Matters: Just Peace and Just War in an Age of Terror 
(Cornell University Press); Fr. Nweke’s forthcoming 
book which explores the nexus between institutional de-
sign and ethnic conflicts in Nigeria and Fr. Crosthwaite’s 
work on social and political thought of St. Thomas, 
social ethics and media studies. —Contributor: Vincent Anest-
hasiar, CMF, JPIC General Secretary for the Claritians.

At the invitation of the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative 
(CNI), Dr. Love, Prof. Croswaite and Rev. Dr. Nweke 
have agreed to further reflect on the difficult and com-
plex areas of the Responsibility to Protect, which is a 
global political commitment endorsed by the UN mem-
ber states and the articulation of a nonviolence and just 
peace theory. Fr. Felix Mushobuzi, CPPS and Sr.Sheila 
Kinsey, FCJM are also participants in this effort of CNI.

FOLLOWUP ON THE DIVEST-INVEST 
CONFERENCE

Pope Francis has said: “On climate change there is a 
clear, definitive and ineluctable ethical imperative to 
act.” There are many ways in which we can join the 
movement and start turning the tide for climate justice.

Cecilia Dall’Oglio, the Di-
vest-Invest Italian Programs 
Coordinator, for the Global 
Catholic Climate Movement 
(GCCM) came to the JPIC 
Office to discuss some fol-
low-up actions to the January 
conference on divesting in fossil 
fuels and investing in renewable 
energies. She will be contacting 
the participants in the confer-
ence to find out future pros-
pects regarding this proposed 

action. Cecilia will also have a display at the SEDOS meet-
ing on May 5 where she will be available to answer ques-
tions and highlight the actions of this important effort. 
On March 23 there was a GCCM webinar on the 
conference—http://catholicclimatemovement.global/
webinar-march-23/.
Just Transition: Shrinking our Carbon Footprint While 
Leaving No One Behind—https://www.anymeet-
ing.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=EC-
59D886894A30.

Cecilia Dall’Oglio.

April 2 to 9, please keep in your prayers the 
Project with the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo: Pastoral, compassionate and Spiritual 
Response to the Challenges of Victims Suffer-
ing from Sexual Abuse in Conflict. This is an 
important pilot with the religious men and 
women in the Eastern DRC area and the pro-
fessional Team of the United Kingdom which 
has worked on an International Protocol on 
the Documentation and Investigation of Sexu-
al Violence in Conflict.

Fr.  Alejandro Crosthwaite, OP.
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JPIC PROMOTERS MEETINGS 

�� 5 April—Spanish and Portuguese Speaking Promoters 
Meeting “Experience the Significance of Peace”, 9 am to 
12 pm at UISG. 

�� 6 April—Africa Working group, 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm at 
the Missionaries of Africa

�� 9 April—Stations of the Cross on Nonviolence on Palm 
Sunday organized by the JPIC Commission secretariat be-
ginning with Eucharistic celebration at the Divine Word 
Missionaries Via dei Verbiti 1 at 9:00. Join us to pray that 
violence of all kinds of levels may be resolved through 
active nonviolent means. For copies of the booklet and 
route in English, Spanish, Italian and Portuguese, go to 
http://www.jpicroma.org/.

�� 10 April—English Speaking CORE Group, 3 pm to 5 
pm at the Fratelli.

�� 11 April—Anti-trafficking Working Group, 3 pm to 5 
pm at the Fratelli.

�� 12 April—Integrity of Creation Working Group (ICWG), 
3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli.

�� 19 April—English Speaking Promoters Meeting, 9 am 
to12 pm at UISG. Meeting hosted by the Anti-trafficking 
Working Group.

�� 20 April—Refugees and Migrants Working Group 
(RMWG), 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli.

�� 26 April—ICR at FAO, 3 pm to 5pm at the Passionists
�� 27 April—Collaboration Working Group, 3 pm to 5pm 

at UISG
�� 27 April—“What is integral human development?” 3 pm 

to 4:30 pm in the audio-visual room at the Fratelli. Paolo 
Carozza, Professor at Notre Dame University and Faculty 
Fellow at the Kroc Institute for International Peace Stud-
ies, has been invited by the JPIC Office for an interactive 
dialogue concerning the process of integral human devel-
opment and the See, Judge, Act Methodology. Translations 
will be in Spanish and English. Register at jpicroma@gmail.
com.

�� 28 April—Prayer “Experience the Significance of Peace”, 7 
pm to 8 pm at San Marcello. The reflection includes con-
cerns for the situation in South Sudan. 

�� 28-30 April—Workshop in English for International JPIC 
Promoters “Living and promoting just relations (JPIC) with 
oneself, with others, with creation and with God.” Francisco 
O’Conaire, OFM at Casa Generalzia Dei Salvatoriani, Via Del-
la Conciliazione 51, 00193 Roma. The flyer is on the website 
at www.jpicroma.org and to register, reply to jpicroma@gmail.
com. 

SAVE THE DATES 
15-18 November—JPIC Promoters Formation Workshop 
with the theme “Nonviolence: a Style of Politics for Peace”. At 
Casa per Ferie Enrico De Osso, Via Val Cannuta 134 Roma. 
The four-day workshop provides new JPIC Promoters with the 
tools needed to animate members of their congregation. Others 
engaged in JPIC-related ministries are welcome to attend the 
full workshop or individual sessions. The workshop is in both 
English and Spanish. For registration and the flyer, please go to 
http://www.jpicroma.org/jpic-promoters-workshop.

APRIL INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS

April 1 to April 14—Continue the Lenten journey. 
“The word is a gift. Other persons are a gift” is the title 
of Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2017 (1 March to 15 
April). He uses the biblical story of Lazarus, to call us to 
reflect on how we live. https:// zenit.org/articles/popes-
message-for-lent-2017/.
April—Youth that they consider offering themselves to 
God in the priesthood or consecrated life. Each month 
a video is published by the Apostleship of Prayer on the 
first Friday of that month on http://www.apostleshipof-
prayer.org/the-pope-video/.

INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF OBSERVANCE IN 
APRIL

4 April—Mine Action Day calls for continued efforts by 
States with the assistance of the UN and relevant organi-
zations to ensure that landmines and explosive hazards in 
war torn countries are found and destroyed. Mines pose 
a serious threat to the safety, health and lives of citizens in 
those areas.
International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in 
Mine Action  (A/RES/60/97)
6 April—Sport for Development and Peace signifies the 
positive influence that sport can have on the advancement 
of human rights, and social and economic development.
International Day of Sport for Development and Peace  
(A/RES/67/296)
7 April—World Health Day will focus on establishing 
and scaling up mental Health Services. World Health Day  
[WHO]  (WHA/A.2/Res.35)
22 April—Mother Earth Day stresses the interdependence 
of all of creation.
International Mother Earth Day  (A/RES/63/278)
For a listing of the international days for the year go to http://www.
un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/. 


